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Lesson for October 13 in this issue 


Lesson 2.—Paul’s New Beginning. 
Acts 8:1-3; 9:1-19a; 22:4-16; 26:9-18; 
1 Corinthians 15:8-10; Galatians 1:11-16, 
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“His Prisoner” 
(2 Tim. 1:8) 


By T. O. Chisholm 
“A prisoner of Jesus Christ’ (Philem. 1). 


66 PRISONER of Jesus Christ”! 
Nay, Paul, a prisoner of Rome! 
The chain you bear is Nero’s chain, 
And you are facing martyrdom. 


“A prisoner of Jesus Christ”! 
What meaneth Paul by writing thus? 
Have mental powers failed at last? 
What message have such words for us? 


-Ah! Paul is looking on beyond 


The prison wall, the clanking chain; 
No circumstance, no second cause, 
Himself and Christ can come between. 


All things to Christ he thus refers, 
Of obvious good, of seeming ill, 

And naught can reach him till it pass 
The turnstile of his Master’s will. 


Dear Paul, we thank thee fervently 
For this deep lesson thou hast taught. 
May we receive what comes to us 
As from the Master, as we ought! 


we 


A Prosperous Church 


Standards are given us in the Book 
of Acts by which we may measure our 
churches today. For instance, in one 
verse we find five characteristics that 
marked the New Testament churches at 


one period: “Then had the churches rest 
throughout all Judea and Galilee and 
Samaria, and were edified; and walking 
in the fear of the Lord, and in the com- 
fort of the Holy Ghost, were multi- 
plied” (Acts 9:31). Here are two con- 
ditions and three results. ‘They walked 
in the fear of the Lord, that is, hating 
evil (Prov. 8:13), and opening the way 
to receive the true wisdom’ which is 
from above; “and in the comfort of the 
Holy Ghost,” that is, relying upon His 
power to carry their burdens, give them 
strength, and lead them “into all truth” 
(John 16:13). Because they fulfilled 
these conditions, they were blessed in 
three respects; (1) they had rest, or 
peace — a season of respite from outward 
attacks, and harmony within; (2) they 
“were edified,” that is, they made prog- 
ress jn the Christian life, being estab- 


% 


lished and built up in the faith; (3) they 
“were multiplied,” that is, there was 
propagation as new members were added 
to the Church by the Lord. Most 
churches desire to grow in size and want 
harmony among their members; and 
many seek to be “edified”—to grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. If we would like to see 
these three marks of progress in our 
own churches, let us ask ourselves 
whether we are seeking to fulfill the 
two conditions: “walking in the fear of 
the Lord, and in the comfort of the 
Holy Ghost.” If we are, we shall hon- 
estly try to do His will in all things, 
and yield ourselves to His Spirit, not 
only that we may be comforted in time 
of trouble, but that we may pray in the 
Spirit and ask Him to apply the Word 
of God to our own hearts. 
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Effectual Prayer 


N SECULAR life—in all spheres 
I except the religious—any method 
or art that is not effectual is 
promptly discarded as useless, inefficient, 
or unscientific. Yet how many Chris- 
tians are either satisfied with a barren 
prayer life, or, if dissatisfied, are too 
unconcerned to do anything about it? 
Such a condition well merits the scorn 
of the world, and the condemnation of 
God and the godly. It comes uncom- 
fortably close to 2 Timothy 3:5, “Hav- 
ing a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof: from such turn away.” 
In discussing the question of anoint- 
ing with oil and praying for the sick 
(Jas. 5:14), Whittaker once said: “Let 
them use oil whe can by their prayers 
obtain recovery of the sick; let those 
who cannot do this abstain from the 
empty sign.” James tells us that prayer 
can be effectual—result producing — 
and quotes a telling example. All of 
us know many Biblical assurances along 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“The Lord knoweth how to de- 
liver the godly out of temptations” 
(2 Pet. 2:9a). 




















these lines, and have seen practical ex- 
amples. 

Why then is some prayer effectual, 
some barren? Everything depends on 
knowing and following the fundamental 
laws of prayer as set down by God in 
His Word. When one has a petition to 
present to an earthly authority it is 
necessary to follow certain procedures. 
How much more, then, must we follow 
the designated channels in dealing with 
the Almighty? 

Not everyone has access to the djvine 
presence. God Himself makes the con- 
ditions, but the requirements are not 
grievous, and no matter how truly hum- 
ble and undeserving all of us must feel, 
we may obtain audience if we are pre- 
pared to meet His requirements. In fact, 
the more selfless we become, the greater 
our guarantee of success. 

The fundamental need, of course, is 
for the petitioner to be on praying 
ground. Proverbs 15:8 says, “The sac- 
rifice of the wicked is an abomination to 
the Lord: but the prayer of the upright 
is his delight’; while Proverbs 16:3 
reads, “Commit thy works unto the Lord, 
and thy thoughts shall be established.” 
John 9:31 tells us, “We know that God 
heareth not sinners: but if any man be 
a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, 
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him he heareth.” It is often said that 
the onfy prayer of the sinner that God 
will hear is, “God be merciful to me a 
sinner” (Luke 18:13). In the face of 
fully authenticated cases where God, in 
His infinite mercy and wisdom, appar- 
ently answered the desperate cries of 
sinful men in great danger — shot down 
and adrift on rafts, or otherwise im- 
periled — we cannot be dogmatic in this 
regard; but we can say that the cry for 
mercy is the only one to which the sin- 
ner can claim an answer from God. 


Having laid the foundation, there are 
several definite rules revealed in God's 
Word to be observed by the petitioner: 


1. He must forsake sin. We found 
this in some of the references already 
quoted. Another is 2 Timothy 2:19: 
“Nevertheless the foundation of God 
standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord 
knoweth them that are his. And, Let 
every one that nameth the name of 
Christ depart from iniquity.” It is usual 
for an earthly king, or president, to 
grant petitions only to his own. God 
knoweth His own and whether they are 
diligent in trying to do His will. 


2. He must believe in God. It would 
be foolish to ask of one whose very ex- 
istence or ability to answer we may 
doubt. Nevertheless, thousands cry daily 
unto God who do not know Him be- 
cause they do not acknowledge His Son. 
“No man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me” (John 14:6). “He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father” (v. 9). e- 
brews 11:6 tells us, “But without faith 
it is impossible to please him: for he 
that cometh to God must believe that 
He is, and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him.” 


3. He must have foremost in mind 
God’s glory. “Whatsoever ye shall ask 
in my hame, that will I do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son” 
(John 14:13). How often we ask God 
for something that is for our own glori- 
fication, and may even be harmful or 
dishonorable to God and His cause! He 
cannot answer such a prayer in the af- 
firmative without being untrue to Him- 
self, but if we have put down a proper 
foundation, committing our works unto 
the Lord, it will be our utmost desire 
to glorify Him, and God will answer our 
prayers. When Elias prayed earnestly 
that it might not rain, and again that 
it should (Jas. 5:17, 18), he was not 
seeking his own glorification, but the 
glory of God. 


4. He should address God. “Whatso- 
ever ye shall ask the Father in my name, 
he will give it you” (John 16:23); “After 
this manner therefore pray ye: Our 
Father which art in heaven” (Matt. 6: 
9). While stating that He and the Father 
are one, Jesus Himself acknowledged 
God as the source of all power, and the 
supplier of every need, in such Scrip- 
tures as Matthew 6:13, “Thine is the 
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kingdom, and the power”; Mark 14:36, 
“Father, all things are possible unto 
thee”; so also the Apostle Paul, in writ- 
ing of Abraham in Romans 4:21, “And 
being fully persuaded that, what he 
[God] had promised, he was able also 
to perform.” 


5. He must address God through Christ 
alone. “There is one God, and one me- 
diator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5). “Through 
him we both have access by one Spirit 
unto the Father” (Eph. 2:18). There is 
no doubt as to the fitness and ability of 
Christ to present our petitions faultless. 
“For we have not an high priest which 
cannot be touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities; but was in all points 
tempted like ‘as we are, yet without sin” 
(Heb. 4:15). “Christ being come an 
high priest of good things to come, by 
a greater and more perfect tabernacle, 
not made with hands, that is to say, not of 
this building; neither by the blood of goats 
and calves, but by his own blood he 
entered in once into the holy. place, 
having obtained eternal redemption for 
us” (Heb. 9:11, 12). 


6. He must pray in faith. * “What 
things soever ye desire, when ye pray, 
believe that ye receive them, and ye 
shall have them” (Mark 11:24). 


7. He must pray in the Spirit. “When 
ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have 
ought against any: that your Father 
also which is in heaven may forgive 
you your trespasses’” (Mark 11:25). 
Reaping what we sow applies in prayer 
as in other ways. As we are told in 
Malachi 3:10, if we bring “all the tithes 
into the storehouse ...I will... pour 
you out a blessing, that there shall not be 
room enough to receive it.” If we are 
to have faith to expect God to give 
generously in answered prayer, we must 
give evidence of our faith in works 
toward others, which is the keynote of 
the Epistle of James. 


If the motive, spirit, and manner of 
our prayers meet the fundamental rules 
laid down by God, we have ample as- 
surances that our prayers, like those 
of Elias, will be both fervent and effec- 
tual. “The effectual fervent prayer of 
a righteous man availeth much. Elias 
was a man subject to like passions as we 
are; and he prayed earnestly that it 
might not rain: and it rained not on the 
earth by the space of three years and 
six months. And he prayed again, and 
the heaven gave rain, and the earth 
brought forth her fruit” (Jas. 5:16-18). 


If our prayer life is not producing 
results, let us earnestly and sincerely 
ask God to make clear to us wherein we 
are not meeting His simple, yet essential 
and effective conditions, for we may be 
sure that the fault is ours and not His. 
Without doubt there is effectual (result 
producing) prayer. Prayer does change 
things. 
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Notes on Open Letters 


The Plague of Psychiana 


My son recently received a circular 
from “Psychiana.” Among a eat 
many magazines, which Dr. (?) Rob- 
inson says have prominently written 
up his idea, appears, SUNDAY 
Scuoot Tres. Now I know that the 
Times would never endorse any such 
blasphemy or whatever name would 
better fit it. Won’t you please print an 
article in the Trmes to that effect, and 
also explaining what this cult. really 
teaches, if it is worth your while to 
do so. My son and wife were sur- 
prised to see the name of your paper 
on it, and I said I knew you would 
never endorse such a thing—A Wis- 
consin reader. 

Psychiana continues to spread its 
propaganda, giving the false impression 
that THe Sunpay ScHoo. Times has 
spoken favorably of it. It never has. 
Four articles exposing some of its er- 
rors have been published — December 
25, 1937; January 14, 1939; July 10, 1943; 
July 1, 1944. 

Reprints have been made of two of 
these articles. The one published in 
1939 was reprinted as a leaflet entitled 
“The Cult Called Psychiana — Exposed 
by The Sunday School Times.” This 
may be had at 15 cents a dozen from 
the American Prophetic League, Inc., 
4747-4751 Townsend Ave., Los Angeles, 
Calif. 

A discerning letter from a Times 
reader of long standing, which analyzed 
some of the errors of Psychiana, was 
published in “Notes on Open Letters” 
July 1, 1944. This may be had upon 
request from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 525 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


7 
Galatiess 4:9 ‘in the R.S.V. 


Some time ago a_ correspondent 
asked me about the translation, in the 
Revised Standard Version, of Galatians 
4:9: 

But now that you have come to know 
God, or rather to be known by God, how 
can you turn back again to the weak 
and beggarly elemental spirits, whose 
slaves you want to be once more. 

The phrase “elemental spirits” takes 
the place of the word “elements” in the 
Authorized Version with “rudiments” in 
the A. V. margin. 

The lexicons gave no grounds in sup- 
port of this change. Prof. W. W. Hyde 
of the University of Pennsylvania, in 
an article on “The Popular Religion of 
Greece and Its Survivals,” however, 
throws light on it. He tells us that 
“Plato called the four basic elements 
of matter, assumed by the Ionian philos- 
ophers, by the name of Stoicheia, and 
the term was transferred to the spirits 
which were supposed to animate them: 
St. Paul, in contempt, used the phrase 


(Continued on page 885) 
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Christ's apostle to Burma 


DONIRAM JUDSON came of godly 
parents. He was born in Malden, 
Mass., on August 9, 1788. His 

father was a devout minister of the 
Gospel and his mother was a loving and 
wise Christian woman. They gave their 
son the best they had and prayed that 
God would greatly use him to serve his 
generation. But these advantages did 
not make Adoniram a Christian or a 
missionary. 

The boy was brilliant and precocious. 
He learned to read before he was four 
years of age, and early studied Greek 
and Latin. He was very adept in mathe- 
matics and science, and was fond of 
solving difficult puzzles. He was per- 
seyering in whatever he undertook, had 
a winning personality, was full of gaiety, 
and loved adventure. He was a bril- 
liant, hard-working student at Provi- 
dence College (later Brown University). 
He was appointed valedictorian of his 
class and was commended for his good 
moral character. But these fine qual- 
ities did not, in themselves, fit him to 
be a missionary. 


Led Astray by an Atheist 


Though Adoniram was brought up in 
Christian surroundings he was not much 
interested in religion as he understood 
it. Entering college at sixteen years of 
age, he came under the influence of a 
witty, attractive, but atheistic, college 
mate named E—. This student led Judson 
to doubt or reject the Bible as the Word 
of God and other Christian beliefs of his 
parents. Adoniram had dramatic ability 
and became interested in the stage. On 
leaving college, he decided to join a 
traveling theatrical troupe and to use 
his talents in writing plays, while he 
traveled to “see the world.” 

But God had other plans for the young 
man. One night, as he stopped at a 
country inn, he was given a room next 
to a dying man whose groans caused 
Adoniram to pass a very restless night. 
In the morning he heard that the man 
had died, and was startled to learn that 
the neighbor was none other than his 
atheistic college mate, E—. 

The thought of this attractive fellow 
student dying unrepentant, and unpre- 
pared for what he would find in the 
world to come, made Adoniram consider 
again his own state in the light of what 
his Christian parents had taught him. 
He had withstood his father’s arguments, 
but had no answer to his mother’s faith 
backed up by her prayers and tears. 
Now, almost in a moment, his doubts 
were swept away and he decided to 
accept Christ as his Saviour and the 


By DELAVAN L. PIERSON 


The early nineteenth century was 
marked by the birth and ministry 
of outstanding Christian leaders, 
such as Spurgeon, Hudson Taylor, 
D. L. Moody, Charles G. Finney, 
and others. New England was then 
a fruitful field of Christian activity, 
and out of that time and place came 
the great Baptist missionary who is 
the subject of this article. This is 
the sixth biographical sketch in Mr. 
Pierson’s series, which will be con- 
tinued in the Times. 











Bible as the revealed Word of God. His 
whole plan for his life was changed. 
Like the Prodigal, “he came to himself” 
and returned to his Heavenly Father 
and to his earthly father’s home. Only 
then was he ready to hear God’s call 
to Christ’s service. 

Adoniram Judson, then twenty years 
of age, decided to enter Andover The- 
ological Seminary, although he had not 
yet openly confessed Christ. Later in 
the year he did so, joining his father’s 
church at Plymouth and dedicating his 
life to the Christian ministry. This was 
the next step, but he had not yet heard 
the call to his life work. 

While at Andover, he came across and 
read a sermon on Matthew 2:2, entitled 
“The Star in the East,’ by Claudius 
Buchanan of Bristol, England. He was 
greatly stirred by the author’s vivid 
description of the conditions in India and 
the miraculous power of the Gospel to 
transform heathen into Christians by the 
Holy Spirit working through Christian 
Frederick Schwartz, the pioneer Ger- 
man missionary. 

One afternoon on a solitary walk Jud- 
son was moved by remembering the 
Great Commission of Christ to His dis- 
ciples to “go ... into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature.” 
Like the Apostle Paul, he heard his 
“Macedonian call” and was “not disobe- 
dient unto the heavenly vision.” At last 
he was ready to become “a missionary 
of Jesus Christ by the will of God.” 

With other like-minded students at 
Andover, including Samuel: Nott, Sam- 
uel J. Mills, Jr., James Richards, Luther 
Rice, and Gordon Hall, Judson joined 
in forming (in 1810) a missionary soci- 
ety with a view to service in foreign lands. 
But there were still many obstacles in 
the way and many apparently conflict- 
ing calls to work at home. The brilliant 
young man was invited to become an 
instructor at his own college and was 
also urged to become the associate pas- 
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tor of the largest Congregational church 
in Boston. Here were opportunities for 
service, with a comfortable salary and 
pleasant surroundings near home. But 
Judson turned® down these temptations 
to be sidetracked. 

There was as yet no American mission- 
ary society ready to send him to India, 
although the Massachusetts Society was 
working among the American Indians. 
The difficulties abroad also presented 
almost insurmountable obstacles. The 
great East India Company was strongly 
opposed to missionaries, and Judson 
knew of the hardships and sufferings 
that would lie before a pioneer worker 
among hostile Hindus and Buddhists. 
But he and his friends were not men 
to be sidetracked by difficulties that lay 
in the path of duty. 

Since no American society was ready 
to commission them, Judson was sent 
to England to see if the London Mission- 
ary Society would undertake to send 
and support them. On the voyage, the 
ship in which Judson traveled was cap- 
tured by a French privateer and the 
would-be missionary was taken and cast 
into prison. Here he had his first of 
many experiences of imprisonment for 
Christ. But this did not dampen his 
spirit. Escaping to London, he applied 
to the British society, but found them 
unwilling to assume the support of an 
American missionary. This also was 
evidently in the plan of God. Judson 
was a man of action, and on his return 
home he and his friends drew up a pe- 
tition to the General Association of Con- 
gregational Churches to form a society 
to send them out. As a result’ the Amer- 
ican Board of Commissioners for For- 
eign Missions was formed and became a 
great missionary agency. The young 
men were accepted and sent out into 
the churches to secure money for their 
own support. 


Meeting Ann Hazelton 
Step by step the servant of God had 


been prepared and called and the way - 


had been opened for the fulfillment of 
God’s plan. But Judson needed a life 
companion, and there were as yet no 
women missionaries. In one of the 
churches where Adoniram spoke, at 
Bradford, Mass., he met a beautiful and 
accomplished young Christian, Ann 
Hazelton,‘ who was moved by a desire 
to respond to the call of God to service 
in some needy field. She and Judson 
were kindred spirits, and Ann, with her 
parents’ consent, agreed to accompany 
Adoniram as his wife to India. Thus 
she became one of the two first women 
missionaries sent from America. They 
were married on February 5, 1812. The 
next day he was ordained in the church 
at Salem, and a week later sailed for, 
Calcutta with the Rev. and Mrs. Samuel 
Newell. 

The voyage occupied four months. On 
their arrival in India new difficulties 
confronted them. The British East In- 
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dia Company, which largely controlled 
India, refused to allow the Americans 
to remain, since they feared that the In- 
dian people would rise up against the 
importation of a “foreign religion.” The 
missionaries were ordered to return to 
America, but finally, after many diffi- 
culties, the Judsons succeeded in reach- 
ing Burma, then an independent kingdom. 
They arrived in Rangoon in July, 1813, 
and found it a “dirty and unhealthy 
town.” Here their pioneer missionary 
work began in earnest — with much suf- 
fering from ill health and persecution. 

On the way out to India the young 
missionaries had read much on bap- 
tism, and on their visit to Calcutta met 
and conversed with the great Baptist 
missionaries Carey, Marshman, and 
Ward. As a result of their study Jud- 
son decided to become a Baptist, accept- 
ing believer’s baptism by immersion. 
They were baptized in Calcutta by the 
Rev. William Ward. This was an im- 
portant step, as it meant the severance 
of their connection with their support- 
ing society, the American Board (Con- 
gregational). But when convinced, he 
and his wife did not hesitate to act, re- 
gardless of the cost. ' 

Judson immediately wrote to Boston, 
resigning his commission. Due to vari- 
ous delays, it was a year before a reply 
was received, and in the meantime they 
were without support from the church, 
Judson also wrote to Baptist friends in 
Boston and suggested the formation of 
a new society to accept them as mis- 
sionaries.. As a result the American 
Baptist Missionary Union was formed 
—another important step, and one that 
resulted in a great work in many fields. 

In the meantime, Judson was busy 
studying the difficult Burmese language, 
the people, and their religion. The young 
couple suffered many hardships, for Mrs. 
Judson was not in good health, and there 
was no doctor in Rangoon. She findlly 
went to Calcutta where their first child 
was born, only to die in infancy. It 
was a sore trial, but the Judsons’ faith 
and purpose never wavered. He con- 
tinued his work of preaching, language 
study, and personal work. He opened 
a zayat, or room by the wayside, where 
he could hold Bible classes and have 
quiet conversations with passers-by. This 
method later became widely used by 
other missionaries as a method of evan- 
gelizing the people. 

Six years of earnest prayer and pa- 
tient, arduous work passed before Jud- 
son was permitted to baptize the first 
convert, Moong Nan. This Burman also 
became a witness to Christ, and before 
long a small group of: Christians was 
organized for worship and instruction. 
As usual, when the Holy Spirit began 
to work and Buddhists were converted, 
Satan was aroused to greater activity 
and persecution increased. Ann Judson 
became so ill that it seemed necessary for 
her to go to America to recuperate. Here 
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she remained for two years, returning 
with health greatly improved. In the 
meantime her husband carried on alone, 
but without diminution in his courage 
and perseverance. 


At this time war between Great Brit- 
ain and Burma greatly increased the dif- 
ficulties. Every English-speaking for- 
eigner was suspected of being a British 
spy. When Judson and Price went to 
Ava to appeal to the Burma ruler they 
were unceremoniously arrested and 
thrown into the awful “death prison” 
with common criminals. Here Judson 
was kept seven months in the midst 
of filth and stifling heat. Daily his wife 
appealed to the King for her husband’s 
release and faithfully brought to his 
cell food and comfort. He was constantly 
threatened with torture and death, and 
at one time was kept in an empty lion’s 
cage. When his precious manuscript of 
the Bible which he was painstakingly 
translating into Burmese was in danger 
of being confiscated and destroyed, Ann 
Judson saved it by hiding it in the pil- 
low on which her husband slept. 

Finally the success of the British army 
led to his release, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Judson returned to Rangoon. Later the 
missionaries moved from unhealthy Ran- 
goon to a new settlement at Amherst. 
Here Mrs. Judson died after she had 
enjoyed fourteen years of happy fel- 
lowship and sacrificial service. 

Adoniram continued the work at Am- 
herst and Moulmein, praying, preaching, 
translating the Bible, preparing the Eng- 
lish-Burmese dictionary, and writing 
long letters home to America, He also 
took up work among the Karens, who 
had a tradition that some day .messen- 
gers from God would come to them, 
bringing a wonderful book. This made 
them more ready to listen to the Gospel, 
and soon there were hundreds of con- 





Judson’'s Rules of Life 
Adopted 1842 


1. Be diligent in secret prayer, every 
morning and evening. 

2. Never spend a moment in fruitless 
idleness. 


3. Restrain natural appetites within 
the bounds of temperance and 
purity. 

4. Suppress every emotion of anger 
or ill will. 

5. Undertake nothing from motives 
of ambition or love of fame. 

. Never do what at the moment 
appears to be displeasing to God. 

7. Seek S6pportunities to make some 
sacrifge for the good of others, 
provided it is not inconsistent 
with some duty. 

8. Endeavor to rejoice in loss or suf- 
fering for Christ’s sake, remem- 
bering that, though they are not 
to be willfully incurred, yet, like 
death, they may be of great gain. 


for) 
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verts gathered from among this inter- 
esting people: . 
After eight years of lonely life, Jud- 
son married another remarkable and 
devoted woman, Mrs. Sarah Boardman, 
whose missionary husband had died 
three years before. They lived together 
for eleven years and had eight children, 
five of whom survived. Finally Sarah 
Judson’s impaired health obliged them 
both to leave for America; but she died 
on the voyage, and was buried in St. 
Helena. . 


It was thirty-three years since Judson 
had left his homeland. He had been 
used to accomplish great things—in 
opening an entirely new mission field, 
in leading to the formation of two Amer- 
ican missionary societies, winning hun- 
dreds of heathen to Christ, training 
native workers, establishing many 
churches among Burmans and Karens, 
translating the Bible into Burmese, and 
compiling an English-Burmese diction- 
ary that made it possible for hundreds 
of other missionaries to work more 
quickly and effectively. In this way 
Adoniram Judson was enabled to use 
his early education, his many ‘talents, 
his courage and sacrificial devotion as 
a missionary of Jesus Christ to the glory 
of God. 


The experience had cost him much, 
and he returned to.America broken in 
health and, for a time, was unable to 
speak above a whisper. When he re- 
covered his voice he addressed large 
audiences that honored him for his hero- 
ism and achievements. His story of 
Burma’s need and the evidences of the 
power of God to transform men, even 
the lowest and most ignorant, stirred 
people greatly. Finally, after nine 
months, he returned to-his field, taking 
with him another devoted and falented 
wife, Emily Chubback. They lived and 
served happily together for three more 
years (1846-1850), overcoming much 
Buddhist hostility, completing his dic- 
tionary, and writing letters to the church 
at home. Again his health broke, and 
he was advised to take a voyage for 
recuperation. He died and was buried 
at sea, on April 12, 1850, at the age of 
sixty-two, after he had “served his own 
generation by the will of God” in Burma 
for thirty-eight years. 


A marble tablet, erected in his mem- 
ory in the Baptist meetinghouse in Mal- 
den, Mass., bears the following inscrip- 
tion: 

IN MEMORIAM 
Rev. Adoniram Judson 
Born Aug. 9, 1788 
Died April 12, 1850 
Malden, his birthplace 
The Ocean, his sepulcher 
Converted Burmans and 
The Burman Bible 

His Monument. 
His Record is on High 


_ Thirty-five years later, Dr. Adoniram 
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Judson Gordon, for many years the be- 
loved and honored pastor of Clarendon 
Street Church in Boston and the fotun- 
der of Gordon Mission School (now 
college), said of Judson: 


“Park Street Church in Boston, whose 
call the Spirit constrained Judson to 
decline, is still a large church with per- 
haps one thousand members; but the 
church in Burma, which the same Spirit 
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led Judson to found, has today over 
30,000 communicants, besides a or 
company that has fallen asleep.” 

Who can estimate the results of one 
man or woman listening to thescall of 
God, devoting his talents un veh 
to the service of Christ, and 
prayerfully, and sacrificially, in any field 
in which he or she is called to serve 
“according to the will of God’’? 

Upper Montciair, N, J. 


IV. The Gospel —lts Certainty 


Four reasons why the believer may be sure of salvation 


By T. STANLEY SOLTAU, D.D. 


This is the fourth in Dr. Soltau’s series of eight articles on the Gospel. 


“For this cause it is of faith, that it 
may be according to grace; to the end 
that the promise may be sure to all the 
seed” (Rom, 4:16, R.V.). 


N VIEW of God’s eternal purposes, 

which cover every important phase 
of the Gospel, as was seen in the pre- 
vious chapter; in view also of God’s 
unchanging faithfulness, it would seem 
that there could be no room for doubt 
as to whether or not the salvation of 
every true believer is assured. In spite 
of this, however, there are a good many 
who are still conscious that within their 
hearts they do not possess that cer- 
tainty. In Romans 4:16, the Apostle 
Paul gathers up in a few words the 
elements that make for an abiding con- 
viction, and there presents a masterful 
summary of the certainty of the Gospel. 
These elements may be helpfully 
grouped under four heads. 


A. Its Origin — Not of Man, But of God 


The whole point of the fourth chapter 
of Romans is that the origin of the Gos- 
pel, with its glorious message of justi- 
fication and of salvation, lies not in 
man, but in God. In this fact lies one 
of the unique features of the Gospel, 
or Good News. , 

Three things follow as the result of 
the divine origin of the Gospel: 

1. It Is Revelation, Not Reasoning 

There is a vast difference between 
revelation and reasoning. The one is a 
direct act of God, carrying with it di- 
vine authority and divine certainty, 
while the other is often little more than 
the groping of men of limited intelli- 
gence. Reasoning, far too often, is based 
on premises that are false, wholly or in 
part. It is often carried on in a way 
that violates the true principles of logic 
and is, at best, the product of the ntinds 
of men who are limited in their knowl- 
edge and whose minds are darkened 
by sin. Often two men, faced with the 
same facts, will reason in opposite direc- 
tions and will reach just opposite con- 
clusions. The result is lack of certainty 
and wide confusion. What a refreshing 


contrast is found in the “Thus saith the 
Lord” of the Scriptures, which- declare 
in clear and unmistakable terms the 
things that God has revealed concern- 
ing the great spiritual realities that men 
must know, in order to receive peace of 
heart and to enjoy fellowship with their 


.Creator and God! 


2. It Is Truth, Not Speculation 

Only One has ever dared to say, “I 
am... the truth” (John 14:6). He 
alone has been able to answer the ques- 
tion put by the Roman governor Pilate, 
“What is truth?” (John 18:38), and 
which has voiced the unspoken query 
in countless hearts ever since. Even a 
cursory reading of the words of the 
Lord Jesus should be sufficient to show 
that He spoke continually of subjects 
that have been the object of human 
speculation all down through the cen- 
turies, and that He spoke of them in 
a way in which none other has ever 
done. His accurate knowledge of the 
deepest needs of the human heart, and 
of the inner thoughts of those to whom 
He was speaking, was revealed again 
and again. Not only so, His words al- 
ways carried with them a message of 
assurance and comfort, of hope and of 
life, and bore in themselves the hall- 
mark of absolute truth. 

3. It Is Authority, and Not Uncertainty 

The authority with which the Lord 
spake was the cause of continual amaze- 
ment on the part of His listeners. “The 
multitudes were astonished at his teach- 
ings; for he taught them as one having 
authority and not as the scribes” 
(Matt. 7:28, 29). 

Any student of comparative religion 
is familiar with the wide variety in the 
opinions and theories of men as ex- 
pressed in the many religions of the 
world, as to the various means by which 
man can obtain blessing, or what goes 
by the name of salvation. Great, how- 
ever, as their variety is, one thing is 
common to all. Not one of these re- 
ligions contains any real news, still less 
Good News, for there is no certainty in 
any one of them. Asceticism, prayers, 
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philosophic speculation, elaborate puri- 


fication ceremonies—all are made use 
of in. one form or another, but, even as 
is confessed by the most loyal followers 
of many of these pagan faiths, not one 
in *ten thousand can look forward with 


ly,4¢ any degree.of assurance to winning his 


way through to the promised goal. Such 
is inevitable, for no stream can ever 
rise higher than its own source. 


The authority of the words of Christ. 


Jesus and of the entire Scriptures is 
such that they carry conviction to all 
hearts that are open and hungry for 
the truth. The result is assurance and 
certainty to all who accept them and 
believe. 


B. Its Source—Not in Merit, But in 
Grace 


The second element of the ‘certainty 
of the Gospel, which is mentioned by 
the Apostle Paul in the verse which 
forms the basis for this discussion, is 
its source. Just as the origin was not 
in the mind nor in the intelligence of 
man, but. in the heart and the love of 
God, so its source, as it is received in 
the hearts of all true believers, is not 
in their merit, but solely in the grace 
of God. It is “according to grace.” This 
is an expression found in Romans 4:16, 
and is included in the description of the 
Gospel. It might well be written over 
all God’s dealings with men who are 
willing to acknowledge their helpless- 
ness and their sin before Him. 


At this point again the Good News 
of the Gospel is seen to cut directly 
across all the popular theories of the 
day. These theories all stress the innate 
goodness of man, which only needs to 
be encouraged, in order to cause it to 
develop. According to common belief, 
under the influences of education, cul- 
ture, and a properly ordered environ- 
ment, the individual will be transformed 
into a new creature and into one who 
lives a well-rounded and successful life. 
Its fallacy should be clear to all now 
that, after two thousand years of the 
Christian Era, and the thousands of years 
preceding the advent of Christ, in spite 
of all man’s vaunted progress in civil- 
ization and in the accumulation of 
knowledge and scientific data of every 
description, the human race today is as 
bankrupt morally as it has ever been. 

The present world situation gives 
ample proof that the trappings of mod- 
ern civilization can no longer hope to 
conceal man’s cruelty, ruthlessness, and 
rebellion against God and against His 
authority. The absolute truthfulness of 
the words of Jeremiah of old is only too 
apparent: “The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and it is exceedingly corrupt: 
who can know it?” (Jer. 17:9.) As long 
as salvation is something that can be 
earned and is a matter therefore of 
merit, there can be no certainty, even 
in the minds of those who are usually 
considered as the best of men. Isaiah, 


“s 





870 (6) * 


the man of God, called to the high and 
holy office of prophet, calls out in agony 
of soul, “Woe is me! for I am undone; 
because I am a man of unclean lips, 
and I dwell in the midst of a people 
of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen 
the King, Jehovah of hosts” (Isa. 6:5). 
Paul also, a man outstanding from his 
youth for his purity of life, moral in- 
tegrity, and scrupulous observance of 
the law, makes a similar confession in 
Romans 7:18-24, “I know that in me, 
that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good 
thing: . . . Wretched man that I am! 
who shall deliver me out of the body 
of this death?” From the testimony 
of these men, as well as that of count- 
less others, it is abundantly clear that, 
if salvation rests upon merit of either 
conduct or character, the possibility of 
having certainty is removed to the van- 
ishing point, for a universal experience 
is that the closer a man comes to an 
understanding of the holiness and glory 
of God, the more painfully he becomes 
conscious of the many defects and weak- 
nesses in his own heart; imperfections 
that are only revealed to him in the light 
of,the presence of God Himself. 

But the Good News lies in the fact 
that salvation, as provided by God, is 
not a matter of merit on the part of the 
receiver, but is entirely a matter of 
grace on the part of the giver, God. 


C. Its Means—Not of Works, But of 

Faith ® 

The third element mentioned in this 
verse, which makes for the absolute cer- 
tainty of the Gospel, is the means by 
which it is received, namely, not by 
works, but through faith. The human 
heart has always found this one of the 
most difficult things to accept. The natu- 
ral man continually asks, “What shall 
I do that I may inherit eternal life?” 
(Mark 10:17.) Or, as the multitude 
asked Jesus Christ, on coming to Him 
on the day after the feeding of the five 
thousand, “What must we do, that we 
may work the works of God?” To this 
latter question the Lord Jesus replied, 
“This is the work of God, that ye be- 
lieve on him whom he hath sent” (John 
6: 28, 29). 

In spite of this clear statement of 
Christ Jesus and the equally clear teach- 
ing of the Apostle Paul in Ephesians 
2:1-10, and Galatians 1:16, men, even 
earnest believers, still cling to their 
“works” in order to insure their salva- 
tion. This is because they fail to see 
that the nature of any works in God’s 
sight, is conditioned, not only by the 
nature of the act itself, but almost 
equally by the motive that lies behind it. 
No work, however good it may appear 
in the sight of men, can be regarded as 
such by God unless it has been done 
with the purpose of glorifying Him and 
of honoring His name. 

It is clear, however, that it is impos- 
sible for anyone who has not been born 
as a child of God, to be moved by such 
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motives. If he has been born again, it 
is once for all, and the question has 
been settled, finally. If he has not been 
born again, any of all such “dead works” 
cannot have the slightest effect upon the 
Holy Spirit, who is waiting only the 
opening of the heart in true repentance 
and glad faith and acceptance. It was 
the realization of this truth, as it is 
revealed in the Epistle to the Galatians, 
that brought Martin Luther to write his 
famous theses, and thus to initiate the 
great Reformation movement. In spite 
of all, however, the belief in baptismal 
regeneration and sacramental efficacy in 
various forms is preventing many from 
seeing the simplicity and majesty of 
God’s provision for sinners, and thus 
from receiving the assurance and cer- 
tainty in their hearts that should be 
theirs. 

The outstanding illustration of this 
truth is seen in the dying thief. In his 
last moment he repented and received 
from the Lord Jesus, while hanging on 
the cross, the blessed assurance that He 
would be with him that very day in 
Paradise (Luke 23:43). The past life 
of the thief needs no comment. By his 
own confession he was receiving the 
just deserts for his crimes. He was 
“dead” in sins in a very manifest way. 
There was neither time nor opportunity 
for him to make a single effort of any 
kind to perform “good works,” even of 
a ceremonial nature. All that he could 
do was to repent and believe. This he 
did and was immediately accepted. An- 
other illustration is given by the Apos- 
tle Paul in the fourth chapter of Ro- 
mans, where he is speaking of Abraham 
(Rom. 4:19-22). It was Abraham’s faith 
in God’s faithfulness that caused right- 
eousness to be reckoned unto him. 


D. Its Nature—Not a Problem, But a 
Promise 
The fourth and last mentioned element 
in this verse, as making for a certainty 
of the Gospel is its nature, which is not 
that of a problem but a promise. 
Every man, when he is first confronted 
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by his own sins and the sinfulness of 
his heart, is brought face to face with 
a*tremendous problem. If he possesses 
discernment and is really honest with 
himself, the longer and the harder he 
strives to find a solution through his own 
efforts, the more he is forced to the 
realizaticn that he is in a hopeless pre- 
dicament. He may seek to find a way 
out by vainly striving on, by minimiz- 
ing the importance and the power of sin, 
by excusing himself from the responsi- 
bility and therefore from the guilt of 
sin, or by plunging into it while shutting 
his eyes and refusing to give any con- 
sideration to the ultimate and inescap- 
able consequences. Whichever of these 
courses is adopted, no solution will be 
found. It is only as the Gospel is ac- 
cepted, not as a method of solution that 
has to be worked out, but as a definite 
promise on the part of God that He has 
already worked it out and has solved 
the question permanently for any and 
every one who believes, only then is the 
certainty of victory real, and victory, 
in his life, becomes an assured thing. 


This is the Good News, namely, that 
God has done for me that which I can 
never do for myself. he solution was 
worked out according to the will of 
God the Father, through the sacrifice 
of Himself by God the Son, and was 
applied to my heart by God the Holy 
Spirit, at the moment that I was willing 
to accept it. The absolute certainty lies 
in the absolute guarantee of the faith- 
fulness of God the Father, the absolute 
efficacy of the work of God the Son, 
and the infinite power and willingness 
of God the Holy Spirit to apply it to 
my heart and to make and keep me a 
child of God to all eternity. 


As you read this will you not ask 
yourself whether you have this absolute 
certainty in your heart? If you have 
not received it, will you not bow your 
head and accept it as God’s gift, with 
the full assurance that He has promised, 
and that He alone can give? 


_(To be continued) 


Humorous Angles in Evolution 


Stretches of imagination indulged in by those 
who deny the straightforward Genesis record 


By ARTHUR I. BROWN, M.D., F.R.C.S. 


This is the sixth in Dr. Brown’s series on evolution. Further articles will 
appear at approximately monthly intervals. 


HERE are some humorous angles to 

the study of evolution, although our 
evolutionary friends do not seem to ap- 
preciate this viewpoint, especially since 
it relates to some of the ideas that are 
persistently taught. Without any inten- 
tion of being offensive, I ask your atten- 
tion to a well-known description of 
the beginning of things in a best-seller 
book by the late Hendrik Willem van 


Loon. I refer to his “Story of Man- 
kind,” 1 which has gone through many 
editions, and in many educational in- 
stitutions has been highly recommended 
as collateral reading. It purports to 


eas aes 

1 The quotations in this article from the 
“Story of Mankind” are used with the per- 
mission of the copyright owners, Liveright 
Publishing Corporation, 386 Fourth Ave., 
New York City. 
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Lesson for October 13 


give, in simple language, an accurate 
account of our ancestry. As he writes 
in the “Foreword”: “I give you the key 
that will open the door” — into the mys- 
terious realm which concerns the gen- 
esis of our earth and all its inhabitants. 

This book has the approval of many 
great scientists, and, although the author 
does not claim to be a scientist, he ex- 
presses the views currently held by 
those who reject the Genesis account 
of creation. It is interesting reading, 
even if we are compelled to differ from 
the material presented in the early 
chapters. 

Well, here is part of the story in his 
own words: “In the beginning, the 
planet upon which we live was (as far 
as we now know) a large ball of flam- 
ing matter, a tiny cloud of smoke in 
the endless ocean of space. Gradually, 
in the course of millions of years, the 
surface burned itself out, and was cov- 
ered with a thin layer of rocks. Upon 
these lifeless rocks the rain descended 
in endless torrents. ... 

“Finally the hour came when the sun 
broke through the clouds and saw how 
this little planet was covered with a 
few small puddles which were to de- 
velop into the mighty oceans of the 
eastern and western hemispheres. 


The Great Wonder 


“Then one day the great wonder hap- 
pened. What had been dead, gave birth 
to life. [The emphasis is given by this 
writer.] 

“The first living cell floated upon the 
waters of the sea. 

“For millions of years it drifted aim- 
lessly with the currents. But during all 
that time it was developing certain 
habits that it might survive more easily 
upon the inhospitable earth. Some of 
these cells were happiest in the dark 
depths of the lakes and the pools. They 
took root in the slimy sediments... 
and they became plants. Others pre- 
ferred to move about and they grew 
strange jointed legs . . . and began to 
crawl along the bottom of the sea... . 
Still others (covered with scales) de- 
pended upon a swimming motion to go 
from place to place in their search for 
food, and gradually they populated the 
ocean with myriads of fishes. 

“Meanwhile the plants had increased 
. . . and they had to search for new 
dwelling places. . . . Reluctantly they 
left the water and made a new home 
in the marshes and on the mudbanks. 

. After centuries of training, they 
learned how to live . . . comfortably in 
the air. ... They ... became shrubs 
and trees and at last they learned how 
to grow lovely flowers. ... 

“But some of the fishes too had begun 
to leave the sea, and they had learned 
how to breathe with lungs as well as 
with gills. We call such creatures am- 
phibious. . . . The first frog who crosses 
your path can tell you all about the 
pleasures of the double existence... . 
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“Some [of the amphibians] became 
reptiles ... [in order] that they might 
move faster. .. . They improved upon 
their legs and their size increased until 

. [they] grew to be thirty to forty 
feet long . . . could have played with 
elephants as a full grown cat plays with 
her kittens. 


“Some of the members of this reptil- 
ian family began to live in the tops of the 
trees. . . . They no longer needed their 
legs for... walking, but it was necessary 
for them to move quickly from branch 
to branch. And so they changed a part 
of their skin into a sort of parachute, 
which stretched between the sides of 
their bodies and the small toes of their 
fore-feet, and gradually they covered 
this skinny parachute with feathers, and 
made their tails into a steering gear, 
and flew from tree to tree and devel- 
oped into true birds.” 

There is considerably more but surely 
this is enough! Let us glance at the 
picture drawn for us by this imagina- 
tive writer, remembering this is the 
teaching which is current in the major- 
ity of the institutions of learning in our 
land today. 

The statement regarding the “large 
ball of flaming matter” burning itself 
out after blazing millions of years, looks 
like the nebular hypothesis — univer- 
sally rejected — and the author’s knowl- 
edge of the weather in that far-off day, 
when “the rain descended in endless 
torrents,” is really quite remarkable. 
Our modern meteorologists seem to have 
more difficulty in giving us information 
about the weather from day to day, but 
we will let this pass. 

Notice that the sun “broke through 
the clouds and saw . this little 
planet.” Although the writer does not 
say so, apparently the sun decided to 
do something about it and may have 
assisted in bringing about the “great 
wonder.” An absolutely dead thing 
actually gave birth to life! And re- 
member this dead thing had always been 
dead. This is surely more than a won- 
der, it is a miracle, without any miracle- 
worker to bring it to pass. 


Noble, or Ignoble? 


Now let us look at this first noble an- 
cestor of ours. He, or she, or it — gen- 
der not stated—‘“floated upon the 
waters” and “for millions of years... 
drifted aimlessly with the currents,” 
making no effort to live, and yet surviv- 
ing the constant attacks of what is 
called “the inhospitable earth.” This is 
wonder piled on wonder! May we be 
pardoned for asking how this primordial 
cell lived to such a tremendous an- 
tiquity? Why did it ever die, or did it 
really die? Mayhap somewhere today 
this wonderful granddaddy may be liv- 
ing-a retired existence calmly surveying 
the immense progeny of plants and ani- 
mals for which he, or she, or it, is re- 
sponsible! I must say I do not under- 
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stand it, but it must be so! Has not 
science so affirmed? 

Do not forget the happy cells taking 
roqgt in the slimy sediments and becom- 
ing plants, while their near relatives 
were changing into various kinds of ani- 
mals, first without any legs, and then as 
the necessity became obvious, they pro- 
ceeded to grow strange, jointed legs, 
and crawled along the bottom of the 
sea; others covered themselves with 
scales—surely a difficult operation — 
and became fish. J 

While the plants were searching for 
new dwelling places, very “reluctantly 
they left the water” and came out to 
dry land where they learned to accom- 
modate themselves to the new environ- 
ment, and also “learned how to grow 
lovely flowers.” 

Then some of the fishes departed from 
their age-long home, and, apparently 
without too much difficulty, changed 
themselves into frogs which, believe it 
or not, can tell you about their double 
life ! 


A Most Remarkable Change 


Just a moment's thought on this re- 
markable change from fish to frog. We 
are asked to believe that fish with gills 
abandoned their watery home, and con- 
structed an entirely different breathing 
system, a lung system. Note that they did 
not die when they leaped out of the 
water. Surely this was a remarkable 
member of the fish tribe, but remember 
this is a fish story! I have seen sev- 
eral fish taken from the water and with- 
out exception they all died! No method 
is even hinted at whereby such a mir- 
acle as this change involves could be 
effected. 

The amphibians — frogs — changed 
into reptiles, with hard, horny scales, 
the reptiles increased the size of their 
legs, and decided to invent a parachute. 
Most ingenious! Finding it too heavy, 
they proceeded to lighten it by changing 
the scales into feathers, and shortened 
their tails into a steering apparatus, thus 
developing into true birds. 

We are told, then, that some of the 
descendants of reptiles became birds, 
and designed and produced feathers 
from scales; then other descendants of 
the same reptiles, changed themselves 
in an entirely different direction, alter- 
ing the scales into hairs and inventing 
a new feeding system, namely, breasts. 
So it is easy (?) to understand the 
origin of the hairy mammals, from which 
emerged, in some truly astonishing way, 
hairy humans or really, subhumans at 
first, and then a long time ago, the first 
human took his place in the line-up 
of earth’s inhabitants. 

According to author Van Loon, “the 
great-great-grandfather of the human 
race was a very ugly and unattractive 
mammal. He was quite small, much 
smaller than the people of today. . 
His skin [was] a dark brown. His head 
and most of his body, his arms and legs, 
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too, were covered with long, coarse hair 
... very thin but strong fingers. . . his 
hands look like those of a monkey. His 
forehead was low and his jaw was like 
the jaw of a wild animal which uses 
its teeth both as fork and knife. He 
wore no clothes...” 

“When night descended . . . he hid his 
wife and his children in a hollow tree 
or behind some heavy boulders. ... 
Early man liked to jabber . . . unintel- 
ligible gibberish because it pleased him 
to hear the sound of his voice .. . gut- 


The Christian’s Christmas 
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tural noise to warn . . . little shrieks 
... came to mean ‘there is a tiger!’.. .” 

But why continue this incredible 
story? - Does any intelligent person 
really need an argument to refute this 
nonsense? Almost, I feel like apologiz- 
ing for asking you to meditate upon 
these absurdities. 

Compared with the sublime record of 
Genesis, who is there to deny the truth 
of creation and the almightiness of our 
wonderful Lord? 


Victoria, B. C. 


Presents, parties, and programs that honor Christ 


E HEAR a great deal about the 

need and the privilege of putting 
Christ into Christmas, but the statement 
is likely to lose its force and become a 
mere abstraction unless sharpened by 
enlargement and concrete example. So 
let us divide the big day, like all Gaul, 
into three parts— presents, parties, and 
programs—then perhaps we can en- 
courage the conscience to choose that 
for which we really long—a Christmas 
that perfectly honors the Lord. 

Presents first, because to younglings, 
the day stands for packages unceasing, 
and sweets abounding. While to older 
ones, it means sweating over the how 
and wherefore, careful and troubled over 
many things. 

How then shall we put Christ into our 
gift giving? With many Christians a 
Bible text on each of their outgoing 
cards represents the sum total of en- 
deavor along this line. Others move 
forward a step in their use of Scripture 
calendars, bookmarks, and stationery. 

But there is no need to stop here. The 
small book with a great message is ever 
with us, and for as little as twenty-five 
cents one can purchase such gems as, 
“When the Spirit’s Fire Swept Korea” 
and “Blind Chang” (by Dr. and Mrs. 
Jonathan Goforth, respectively. Zonder- 
van Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 
25 cents each). And fifty cents buys a 
paper bound copy of that cream of a 
book, “Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret” 
(by Dr. and Mrs. Howard Taylor. China 
Inland Mission, 237 W. School. Lane, 
Philadelphia 44; $1, cloth; 50 cents, 
paper). Sara Elizabeth Gosselink also 
puts out teen-age stories that can hardly 
be equaled for spiritual beauty and good 
workmanship. Read, for example, “Cap- 
tive’s Return” (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 60 cents). 
Such volumes may influence a whole 
life or a number of lives Godward. 

Another step would be to follow the 
example of a dear saint who sends every 
year a subscription to a Sunday school 
paper to a large family, all of whom are 
readers. It might pay to send for sam- 
ples of several evangelical papers in or- 
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der to choose the best. For this provides 
not only a group gift but offers Gospel 
messages to each individual throughout 
the year. 

Then there is the scrapbook type of 
remembrance. “Wearever” brands are 
difficult to locate, but even seconds in 
quality, stuffed with helpful tidbits from 
religious journals — anything that opens 
Heaven to the soul — make up just-right 
gifts for a newly converted friend, a 
busy housewife who has time for little 
outside the daily chapter, and the grand- 
parent whose faith is easily dimmed by 
manifold infirmities. 

Another kind of scrapbook, and one 
most precious to invalids, is a large af- 
fair filled with“ scenic views and cor- 
responding verse. Almost everyone 
whose heart has been touched by the 
Holy Spirit loves to see God in nature, 
and that which helps in the process is 
deeply appreciated. 

We have seen scrapbooks also that 
were entirely filled with tracts. But 
the way to make a gift de luxe of these 
is to placé the selection in a handsome 
box, choosing those suited to the recip- 
ient. It is strange that tracts are not 
more often used as gifts when we know 
that some of the world’s greatest preach- 
ers and missionaries were won to God 
through this ministry. 

And the game of Bible Authors can 
easily be made at home, using plain 
cardboard and typewriter capitals. If 
one set features Old Testament char- 
acters, another those in the New, and 
a third, Bible localities, there will be 
enough profitable amusement offered to 
occupy many-a dull winter evening. 

Then to look at the matter from an- 
other angle, what joy to remember with 
a tiny gift the poor, the lonely, sick and 
aged who are ever with us! Some of 
these receive almost nothing. One six- 
teen-year-old girl from a large and 
struggling family, said to her Sunday 
school teacher last Christmas, “Thanks 
for the little picture. It is probably the 
only present I'll get.” Try taking to 
such a home a braid of molasses taffy 

(Continued on page 881) 
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Archaeological Side Lights 
On the lesson for October 13 
By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 


Professor of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of the Sunday School Times 


Damascus 


N REVIEWING the details of his con- 

version, Paul pointed out that he was 
brought to a knowledge of the Lord 
while on the way to Damascus (Acts 
26:12). Damascus played an important 
part in the days following Paul’s con- 
version, inasmuch as he stayed there for 
a period of time. Damascus is sometimes 
claimed to be the oldest inhabited city 
in the world. It is mentioned in con- 
nection with Abraham, being indicated 
as the home of his servant Eliezer (Gen. 
15:2). It lies some one hundred and 
sixty miles northeast of Jerusalem.! 
The region of Damascus is watered by 
the Abana and Phappar Rivers (refer- 
red to by Naaman the leper in 2 Kings 
5:12). : 

The city is almost like an oasis in the 
midst of rugged hills and tawny-colored 
mountains. There are relatively few 
antiquities in Damascus that can be 
assigned with certainty to the time of 
Paul. Some of the walls, however, are 
ancient,2 and the “street called straight” 
(Acts 9:11) still runs through the town 
for a mile or more. It is quite straight, 
which is unusual for streets in Near 
Eastern cities. The homes of Judas 
(Acts 9:11) and Ananias (Acts 9:17) 
are still pointed out, but of course these 
identifications are traditional and must 
be regarded as possibilities rather than 
certainties. In spite of this, the writer 
still finds a real satisfaction in standing 
in the traditional house of Ananias and 
reading the record of Paul’s meeting 
with Ananias (Acts 9:10 ff.). 


The Pricks 


wer stated that the Lord pointed out 
to him at the time of his conversion 
that he was having difficulty kicking 
“against the pricks” or “goads”. (see 
American Standard Version and Sco- 
field Reference Bible, marginal ref.-to 
Acts 26:14). This reference to “pricks,” 
or “goads,” involves the picture of a 
rebellious ox, which kicks against the 
ox goad of the driver and thereby drives 
the goad into the flesh all the deeper. 
His rebellious efforts merely make him 
more wretched. The writer has watched 
Palestinian farmers driving oxen while 
holding an ox goad with a sharp point 
in such a way that if the ox should 
kick, he would drive the point into his 
back flank. Archaeological evidence of 
the use of the ox goad in Biblical times 





1J. McKee Adams, “Biblical Backgrounds,” 
Nashville, Broadman Press, 1934, p. 16. 

2C. M. Cobern, “The New Archaeological 
Discoveries,” New York, Funk and Wagnalls, 
ninth edition, 1929, p. 545. 


(Continued on page 881) 
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LESSON 2. OCTOBER 13. PAUL'S NEW BEGINNING 
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International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 8: 1-3; 9:1-19a; 22:4-16; 26:9-18; 1 Corinthians 15:8-10, Galatians 1:11-16; 
printed text, Acts 26:9-18; 1 Corinthians 15:8-10 


Golden Text.—This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.—1 Tim. 1:15 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Acts 26:91 verily thought with myself, that I ought to do 
many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 

10 Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the 
saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from 
the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my 
voice against them. 

11 And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled 
them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, 
I persecuted them even unto strange cities. 

12 Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and com- 
mission from the chief priests, 

13 At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, 
above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and 
them which journeyed with me. 

14 And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice 
speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against 
the pricks. 

15 And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus 
whom thou persecutest. 


16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared 
unto thee- for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a 
witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those 
things in the which I will appear unto thee; f 

17 Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, 
unto whom now I send thee, 

18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which 
are sanctified by faith that is in me. 


1 Cor. 15:8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one 
born out of due time. 

9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be 
called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 

10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace 
which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but laboured 
more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God 
which was with me. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 











The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE importance of the conversion 
of Saul of Tarsus and his selection 


by the risen Lord to be His special 
ambassador to the Gentiles may be gath- 
ered from the fact that it is related, 
more or less fully, five times in the New 
Testament. Here in Acts 9 we have 
Luke’s account. In chapter 22 we have 
Paul’s story of his conversion as he re- 
lated it to the Jews in Jerusalem. In 
chapter 26 he tells it again before Festus 
and Agrippa. Then in Philippians 3:4-11 
he refers to it when writing to a Chris- 
tian church. To his son in the faith, 
Timothy, he again tells the story of his 
one-time enmity to the Gospel and the 
grace of God that transformed the per- 


-secutor into an evangelist (1 Tim. 1; 12- 


16). These five recitals of the great 
change that came to this man are most 
suggestive, emphasizing, as they do, the 
incorrigible evil of the heart of man, 
and the sovereign, electing grace of God. 


The Historical Setting 


Scripture gives no definite date for the 
conversion of Saul, but there seem to 
be good reasons for setting it somewhere 
between A.D. 34 and 37. According to 
2 Corinthians 11:32 his Damascus expe- 
rience was after Aretas was king there. 
Aretas, according to gome authorities, 
did not become king of that district 
until A.D. 37. This, however, is uncer- 
tain. 

Verse by Verse 

. Acts 26:9—“I verily thought ...1I1 
ought to do many things contrary to the 
name of Jesus of Nazareth.” This con- 
fession, made by Paul before Agrippa, 
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emphasizes the grave possibility of be- 
ing thoroughly wrong while believing 
one is all right. Our thoughts are not 
the standard of judgment, but the rev- 
elation that God has given concerning 
His Son and our responsibility to receive 
Him as Saviour and own Him as Lord. 


Verse 10.—“Many of the saints did I shut 
up in prison ... and when they were 
put to death, I gave my voice against 
them.” Once a bitter and relentless per- 
secutor of the Church, Paul always 
looked back in horror on his activities 
along that line, after he himself became 
a sincere Christian. ~~ 


Verse 11—“I punished them oft in 
every synagogue.” This was not only 
in Judea, but in cities outside of Pales- 
tine Paul waged war to the death against 
the followers of the Lord Jesus, tor- 
turing them and compelling them to 
blaspheme or speak injuriously of that 
worthy name. 


Verse 12.—“I went to Damascus with 
authority ... from the chief priests.” 
The leaders in Israel backed up this fiery 
persecutor. He moved at their bidding 
in the endeavor to extirpate the infant 
Church. 


Verse 13.—“I saw a light from heaven.” 
It is only by light from Heaven that 
men are awakened and converted to God. 
In this case, it was a manifest effulgence, 
a supernatural blaze of glory from the 
presence of God, which was seen not 
only by Saul, but by all who were with 
him. 

Verse 14.—‘Saul, Saul, why persecut- 
est thou me?” It was the voice of the 
risen Christ speaking directly from 
Heaven. The words that followed, “It 
is hard for thee to kick against the 
pricks,” or oxgoads, tell us that the per- 
secutor’s heart had been exercised be- 


fore this, so that he found it difficult to 
go on fighting against the truth of the 
Gospel. 


Verse 15.—“I am Jesus whom thou 
persecutest.” This was the beginning of 
that revelation of the mystery of which 
Paul wrote later on. There on the Da- 
mascus road he learned that Christ and 
His redeemed saints are one, so that to 
harm the lowliest saint on earth means 
to persecute the Lord of Glory Himself. 


Verse 16.—“I have appeared unto thee 
... to make thee a minister and a wit- 
ness.” This was Paul’s call and ordina- - 
tion to the ministry. He was an apostle, 
not of men nor by men, but by God 
Himself, as he tells us in Galatians 1:1. 


Verse 17.—“Delivering thee from the 
people,” that is, the Jews, “and from the 
Gentiles,” the men of the nations—so 
that being made free from all he should 
yet be servant of all. 


Verse 18.—“To open their eyes, and to 
turn them from darkness to light.” 
This is the work of the evangelist as he 
goes through the world. When men are 
thus awakened, he then unfolds the Gos- 
pel, showing how all who believe in 
the Lord Jesus “receive forgiveness of 
sins, and an inheritance among them 
which are sanctified.” This verse epito- 
mizes Paul’s ministry as a missionary 
of the cross. 


1 Cor. 15:8.—“Last of all he was seen 
of me also, as of one born out of due 
time.” Paul beheld Christ in the glory 
as He will yet be seen when He comes 
again. The expression here is really “as 
an abortion,” that is, one born before 
the time. He does not mean that he 
beheld Christ after others, although 
that was true; but, as a Jew, he was 
born again by beholding the risen Christ 
in His majesty and power. So will it be 
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with Israel at the Second Advent, when 
the nation will be born as in a day. 

Verse 9.—“I am not meet to be called 
an apostle, because I persecuted the 
church of God.” Although God had for- 
given him, and the Church also had for- 
given him, he was never able to forgive 
himself for the way he had persecuted 
the followers of Christ. He grieved over 
this to the last (1 Tim. 1:16). Observe, 
he says he persecuted the Church of 
God, not some intermediate Jewish 
church, as certain uninstructed men in- 
sist, but that same Church of God to 
which he addressed his letter at this 
very time (1 Cor. 1:2), and of which he 
wrote long afterward in his First Letter 
to Timothy (chap. 3:15). The Church 
of God is one and indivisible from Pen- 
tecost to the end of this dispensation of 
grace. 


Verse 10.—“By the grace of God I am 
what I am.” It is only this grace that 
can work such a miracle.as that of the 
conversion of an enemy of Christ, chang. 
ing him into an ardent lover of the Lord 
and filling him with a holy zeal to pro- 
mulgate the faith which he once en- 
deavored to root out of the earth. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Every conversion is a miracle. It is 
God who produces this inward change 
through the transforming power of the 
Holy Spirit, who effects it by the ‘Word 
of truth. But all conversions are not 
accompanied by outward signs. To most 
“the kingdom of God cometh not with 
observation” (Luke 17:20). However, 
Paul’s conversion is definitely typical, 
_involving a sense of sin, and a recog- 
nition of Christ Jesus as the only Sav- 
iour. When the soul is committed to 
Him, one is saved. This calls for recog- 
nition of His authority over the life, 
and a readiness to be directed by Him as 
the risen Lord. From the moment Saul’s 
heart was won for that Jesus, whose 
followers he had persecuted and whom 
he had looked upon as an impostor, his 
one great yearning desire was to know 
Him better and to glorify Him in all 
things. This should be characteristic of 
those who have yielded their hearts to 
Him. 

Lesson Outline ; 

How Sav. BECAME PAUL 
. Rebellion (Acts 26:9-11) 
Revelation (vs. 12, 13) 
. Recognition (vs. 14, 15) 
. Reconciliation (vs. 16, 17) 
. Repudiation (v. 18) 
. Realization (1 Cor. 15:8) 
. Recollection (v. 9) 

. Resignation (v. 10) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Sovereignty of God in Salvation. 
This comes out vididly in the story we 
are considering. It is certain that Saul 
was not seeking after Christ, but Christ 
was seeking him, and after an unde- 
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Last Week's Lessen 
1. October 6.—Paul’s Background and 
Early Life. Acts 21:39; 22:3, 27, 
28; 26:4, 5; Philippians 3:5, 6 


Next Week’s Lesson 


3. October 20.—Paul Trains For His 
Life Work. Acts 9:19b-27; 11:22- 
26; Galatians 1:17-24 








fined period, in which the persecutor’s 
conscience has been exercised by the 
“goads,” He suddenly manifested Him- 
self, though not in such a way as to 
compel Saul to become a Christian 
against his will, But He brought such 
pressure to bear upon that will that 
there was an immediate surrender, and 
Paul took the place of a repentant, sub- 
missive believer, seeking for further 
light upon the path he was to tread. He 
might have done despite to the Spirit of 
grace as others did (Heb. 10:29), and 
resisted the Holy Ghost, as did the op- 
ponents of Stephen (Acts 7:51), but in- 
stead he bowed in brokenness of spirit 
before the Lord Jesus and confessed Him 
as Lord. 


The Beginning of a New Era. The 
conversion of Saul gave Christian mis- 
sions a new start. Up to this time all 
testimony had been confined, by the fol- 
lowers of the Saviour, to the Jews and 
Samaritans. There had been a strange 
unreadiness to carry out the Lord’s com- 
mand to preach the Gospel to every 
creature. So He laid hold of this “chosen 
vessel” and after a period of prepara- 
tion started him out in the great work 
of evangelizing the nations. To him, in 
a very special way, was committed “the 
gospel of the uncircumcision” (Gal. 2: 
7); that is, he was gifted by God in a 
peculiar way to go to the nations with 
the Gospel of grace, although, on the 
other’ hand, he never forgot his own 
people, but invariably went into the 
synagogues of the Jews first. 


Summaries and Applications 


Unbelieving scholars have tried to 
make light of Luke’s (and Paul’s) story 
of the latter’s conversion, attributing it 
all to the effects of a sunstroke. It 
was really a Son-stroke! 

Others have declared Saul was sub- 
ject to fits of epilepsy. Spurgeon well 
exclaimed when he heard this, “O 
blessed epilepsy to so change a sinner 
into a saint!” 

The risen Lord chooses His own serv- 
ants, and commissions them for the work 
He would have them do. Have we 
sought His face and inquired like Saul, 
“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 

There was what we might call an un- 
derground connection between the San- 
hedrin at Jerusalem and synagogues, or 
Jewish congregations, ail over the world. 
These latter would recognize the author- 
ity of the chief priests, although legally 
they had no jurisdiction outside of Pal- 
estine. 
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Saul had caused many innocent dis- 
ciples of the Lord Jesus to suffer be- 
cause of their devotion to His name. 
Henceforth his whole life was to be 
marked by unparalleled devotedness to 
the Saviour he had formerly denied. He 
learned to glory in these sufferings as 
an honor bestowed upon him, for which 
in the day of Christ he would be re- 
warded richly (2 Cor. 11:21-30). 


It is well to remember that while God 
freely forgives all our sins when we 


‘come to Christ, yet every day that we go 


on in rebellion against Him we are add- 
ing to the things for which we will never 
be able to forgive ourselves. What folly 
then to resist the grace of God and to 
put off the question of salvation when 
He says, “Now is the accepted time.” 
CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ili. 
HAT was the sin which Paul specially 
mourned all his days? 


2. How do you account for the 
seeming contradiction in Acts 9:7 and Acts 
22:9? 


3. What does Paul mean by the phrase, 
“as one born out of due time’’? 


4. What great doctrine is suggested in 
the Lord’s question in Acts 22:7, and His 
answer to Saul’s question in verse 8? ‘ 


5. How do you account for the fact that 
only Saul saw the glorious form in the 
light, and only Saul heard the voice in 
the sand? 


6. Why did the Lord leave it to Ananias 
to give Saul his instructions? 

7. Does Acts 22:16 teach that our sins are 
washed away by baptism? Explain. 


8. Must one wait for some great breaking- 
in such as Saul had in order to be saved? 
Explain. 


9. What phrase marks the crisis of con- 
version in Saul’s dialogue with the risen 
Christ? 


10. Is there a practical application of Acts 
22:10 to our present life? 
(Answers on page 881) 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“This is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners” (1 Tim. 
1:15>.—The invitation was extended me 
to preach the Gospel to a “Free Break- 
fast”. crowd in Tent Hall, Salt Market, 
Glasgow, while visiting in that city. 

While a substantial breakfast was be- 
ing served to the great crowd, the super- 
intendent turned to me and said, “There 
are thieves, drunkards, gamblers, liars, 
harlots, and even a sprinkling of mur- 
derers here; so you know the type of 
message they need !” 

I said, “Yes, I do; it is ‘Christ Jesus 
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Lesson for October 13 


came into the world to save sinners.” 
He said, “Exactly so.” 

It was a satisfaction giving such a 
message to that crowd. And among 
those who believed it that day was an 
accomplice to a murder, who said, “That 
message was the first ray of light to 
enter my darkened mind since the crime 
was committed.” 

It is related of C. H. Spurgeon that 
while testing the acoustics of Crystal 
Palace in England, before conducting 
services in it, he used this text to learn 
how his voice carried in that empty 
building. 

Later, he heard a man testify that he 
was working on the roof of the Crystal 
Palace, and was troubled about his sins, 
when all of a sudden, as a voice from 
heaven, he heard the words, “Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners.” He saw God’s way of salvation 
and acted upon it. 

When he was told that it was not a 
voice from heaven that he had heard 
but only the voice of C. H. Spurgeon, 
it did not spoil matters for him, for he 
could say, “It was the message of God 
for me, anyway !” : 


“I verily thought with myself, that I 
ought to do many things contrary to the 
name of Jesus of Nazareth” (Acts 26:9). 
—Practically every personal worker, in 
attempting to give the way of salvation 
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to a seeker, has had that one say to him, 
“But I thought I had to do ‘so-and-so.’” 

Wrong thoughts constitute the secret 
of many strange actions, even on the 
part of those who wish to make prog- 
ress in the things of God. 

Naaman almost sacrificed the marvel- 
ous experience of being cleansed from 
his leprosy because of his wrong thought 
(2 Kings 5:10-12). 

Haman’s wrong thoughts proved most 
embarrassing to him (Esther 6:6-11). 

The disciples had wrong thoughts re- 
garding the Kingdom of God (Luke 19: 
11). 

The Lord distinctly informs us that 
there is as much difference between His 
thoughts and ours as there is distance 
between Heaven and earth (Isa. 55:8, 
9). Hence, it becomes us to acquaint 
ourselves with His thoughts and to think 
them after Him. 


“At midday ...I saw ...a light from 
heaven, above the brightness of the sun” 
(Acts 26:13).—“I see it,” said a troubled 
soul to whom the way of salvation was 
being given. “What do you see?” was 
asked. “The Light, the Way — it’s clearer 
than a sunbeam—I’m the ‘sinner for 
whom Christ died!” was the reply. 

“The entrance of thy words giveth 
light,” said the Psalmist (119:130). 

“For God, who commanded the light 
to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 
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our Hearts, to give the light of the knowl- 
edge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6). 

“I heard a voice speaking unto me, and 
saying ... Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou me?” (Acts 26: 14.)—This was Saul’s 
first glimpse of the marvelous union ex- 
isting between Christ and those who be- 
lieve upon Him. To lay a violent hand 
on anyone belonging to Christ is to per- 
secute Christ Himself! . 

The story is told of a mother and 
daughter who were bitterly maltreated in 
the days of open persecution agains® 
Christians. The enemies of Christ tied 
the mother to a stake in the sea quite 
a distance from the shore; the daughter 
was fastened to a stake much nearer 
shore. The persecutors thought that 
when the daughter saw the waves en- 
gulf her mother, she would recant. But 
when the persecutors asked her what 
she saw as they pointed to the waves 
overwhelming her mother, she answered, 
“I see Christ being persecuted in one 
of His members !” 


“But by the grace of God I am what 
I am” (1 Cor. 15:10).—I shall never for- 
get the effective use a missionary made 
of this text. He was being introduced 
to an aristocratic audience in this coun- 
try. The chairman was so profuse in 
his praise of the man, dwelling at length 
on the fact that he had been knighted 
by a king, and persisting in calling him, 
“Sir,” “Sir,” “Sir,” until I wondered how 
the missionary was ever going to be able 
to give a message of God after such flat- 
tering eulogy. 

The missionary stood up and gra- 
ciously said, “Kindly forget the eloquent 
words of our chairman; for it is only 
by the grace of God that I am what 
I am.” And he went right on to de- 
liver the message God had given him 
for the occasion. And how effective it 
was! 

Let all believers ever remember that 
it is only by the grace of God that we 
are what we are! 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 


By a Superintendent 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, we praise and magnify 
Thy name for the miracle of Paul’s con- 
version. We thank Thee that we have 
the record in his own words of that great 
event on the Damascus road, when Thou 
didst turn him from darkness to : light. 
We cannot thank Thee enough for the 
glowing words that have come from his 
inspired pen, telling us in many ways 
of the glorious Gospel of Thy grace. 
Our Father, help us as we study these 
lessons in the life of Paul not merely 
to look at them as ancient history, but 
as living words that have power and are 
full of lessons for us today, because 


they have come from Thee. We think “ 
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of the Apostle Paul as being far above 
us in intellectual attainments, in his suf- 
ferings for Thee, and in his boldness in 
witnessing, but we know that Thy grace 
is still the same, and that Thou canst 
empower each one of us to do the par- 
ticular task Thou hast given us. Per- 
haps there are some within the sound 
of these words today who need to have 
a new beginning, and we pray that they 
may not be disobedient unto the 
heavenly vision. We ask this in the 
name of the Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Do you realize that 
the lesson we have had today records 
one of the greatest events in the Bible? 
Notice the simplicity and clearness with 
which Paul describes his own conver- 
sion on the road to Damascus, and yet 
it was dramatic beyond anything that 
any of us have ever known personally. 
God reached down from Heaven to strike 
this man to earth, to save his soul, and 
to transform him from a persecutor of 
Christians:to a preacher of the Gospel. 
Through him He has given us at least 
thirteen, possibly fourteen, of the books 
of the New Testament, and in these the 
good news concerning His Son is clearly 
set forth. The passages of Scripture 
chosen for our study today are full of 
important lessons. You will notice that 
Christ said to Paul, “Why persecutest 





Have You Settled These Two * 
Questions ? 
1. “WHO ART THOU, LORD?” 
2. “WHAT WILT THOU HAVE ME 
TO DO?” 
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thou me?” reminding us that He identi- 
fies Himself with His Church. Then 
Paul asked, and got the answers to, two 
of the most important questions that any 
man can ask: “Who art thou, Lord? 
. . . Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do?” (Acts 9:5, 6.) Have you settled 
those two questions in your own life? 
Do you know that Christ is your own 
Saviour today? If you do, have you 
really tried to find out what He would 
have you do? Do not let the Devil make 
you believe that if you put yourself in 
God’s hands to do His will you will be 
unhappy, for the happiest life in this 
world is one that is lived, day in and 
day out, according to the will of God. 
When Paul got the answer to that sec- 
ond question, he obeyed, and the bless- 
ing that has flowed out from his life 
across the world and down the centuries 
is simply incalculable. May each one 
of us earnestly seek to know God’s will 
for our lives. 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


Paul’s New Beginning 
(Acts 9:1-8, 17-19a) 


AST Sunday we learned of Saul’s 
life as a Jewish boy and young man. 
A good illustration for today is a pic- 
ture of Saul on his face on the Damas- 
cus road. Today we take up the story 
where Saul and his companions were 
on their way to Damascus, carrying 
letters of introduction to the syna- 
gogues there, giving him permission to 
bring any believers in Christ he might 
find there to Jerusalem as prisoners. 
The Bible says Saul was “breathing 


. out threatenings and slaughter against 


the disciples of the Lord.” In plain 
words you can understand, Saul was 
threatening to kill the believers. That 
was what he wanted to do. 

Can’t you imagine he and his friends 
were going along on that Damascus 
road as fast as they could? They were 
almost at the end of the journey when 
suddenly a great light shone around 
them, brighter than the noonday sun, 
and a Voice said, “Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me?” 

The men who were with Saul heard 
a voice, a noise, but did not know what 
was said. No person was in sight. Who 
was speaking? The men didn’t know, 
but Saul did. He knew it was God. 

He fell to the ground to hide his face 
from the glory of that light. He cried 
out, “Who art thou, Lord?” 

The answer ‘was not what he ex- 
pected. “I am Jesus whom thou per- 
secutest.” You see, he did not believe 
Jesus was the Son of God. But in a 
moment, quicker than it can be told, he 
did believe, for he said, “Lord, what wilt 
thou havé me to do?” 

When Saul arose from the ground, he 
could not see. The glory of the Lord 
had blinded him, and they led him by 
the hand into Damascus to the house of 
Judas in the street called Straight. For 
three days he was blind, and he neither 
ate nor drank. 

Don’t you wonder what Saul was 
thinking during those. three dark days 
and nights? God has told us one thing. 
God knew all about Saul, just as He 
knows all about us, and He spoke to a 
man, a believer called Ananias, and 
told him where Saul was, and that he 
was praying. God had sent Saul a vision 
of Ananias coming to him and putting 
his hand on him that hé might receive 
his sight. | 

But Ananias didn’t want to go. He 
was afraid of Saul. He had heard how 
much harm he had done to the believers 
in Jerusalem, and that he had come to 
Damascus to arrest the ones who be- 
lieved in the Lord Jesus Christ. Ananias 
was just like the rest of us. We would 
have been afraid of Saul. 
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But God told him not to be afraid, 
but to go to Saul, because He had chosen 
Saul to be His servant to carry the 
Gospel to the Gentiles, and to kings, 
and to the Children of Israel. 

So Ananias went to the house of Judas 
in the street called Straight, and found 
Saul; and how sweetly he spoke to him! 
“Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, 
that appeared unto thee in the way as 
thou camest, hath sent me, that thou 
mightest receive thy sight, and be filled 
with the Holy Ghost.” 

And at once it was as if scales fell 
from his eyes, and he received his sight, 
and arose and was baptized. Then he 
ate meat and was strengthened. 

He, Saul, had become God’s servant 
and apostle, but we find them still call- 
ing him “Saul” until he set forth on his 
first missionary journey. 

By a miracle God changed kim from a 
Christ-hating Jew into a Christ-loving 
believer. 

God still changes people by a miracle 
from Christ-hating or Christ-neglecting 
worldlings into Christ-loving Christians. 
The miracle we call being “born again.” 
Has God changéd you? Are you a born- 
again child? 

FEe.Ton, CALIF. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Paul’s New Beginning 
(Acts 9:1-8, 17-19) 


ID you ever do something that you 

thought was fine and helpful — only 
to get scolded for it? And you had ex- 
pected real praise from Mother and 
Dad. 

Saul, who was very religious, thought 
God would be pleased to have all the 
Christians destroyed. So he went to 
work to round them all up, have them 
brought to trial, and beaten or killed. 
He really thought he was pleasing God. 
You see he did not know who the Lord 
Jesus Christ was. He supposed He was 
only a man who had been killed, and 
so those who worshiped Him were 
breaking the First Commandment — and 
Saul was very strict about keeping the 
Law. I suppose Saul thought Stephen 
was a_terrible liar when Stephen said 
at his trial, “I see the heavens opened, 
and the Son of man standing on the 
right hand of God” (Acts 7:56). 

But some time later Saul saw for him- 
self and then he knew it was true— 
for he saw Jesus Himself in blinding 
glory and he talked with Him! Can 
you answer these eight questions about 
that great interview between the Lord 
and Saul? The answers are in Acts 9:1- 
8, 17-19. 1. Where was Saul going? (See 
map.) 2. What was he intending to 
do there? 3. How had Saul persecuted 
the Lord Jesus? (Matt. 25:40.) 4. Was 
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Saul surprised to find out about the Lord 
Jesus Christ? 5. Was Saul willing to 
change his ways when he found he had 
been wrong? 6. Did the other men with 
Saul see the Lord? 7. What happened 
to Saul’s eyes? 8. Whom did the Lord 
send to help Saul become a Christian? 

And Saul turned right around and be- 
gan to preach that Jesus was the Son 
of God. How surprised people were, 
especially the Christians! They could 
hardly believe it. And soon Saul had 
people trying to kill him because he 
was now a Christian and believed in the 
Lord Jesus. 

God sent him to distant lands to tell 
many — both Jews and foreigners — the 
good news of the Lord Jesus. On those 
travels his name became Paul, his for- 
eign name. You remember he had re- 
ceived the very best education a young 
man could have in those days. He had 
studied many things. But after he met 
the Lord Jesus, he didn’t bother to show 
off how much he knew. When he went 
to Greece, which had the most highly 
educated people in the world, he decided 
to forget everything he knew except just 
one thing. Do you know what that was? 
He told the people at Corinth, in Greece, 
about it in a letter to them. “For I de- 
termined not to know any thing among 
you, save Jesus Christ, and him cruci- 
fied” (1 Cor. 2:2, Memory Verse). 

Why was “crucified” the important 
thing about Jesus Christ? Just think of 
the terrible things Paul had done against 
God! In 1 Timothy 1:13 he names some 
of his sins, and in verse 15 he claims 
that he is the worst sinner of anybody 
in the world. His only hope of eternal 
life lay in the Lord’s crucifixion for 
him. So does yours, even though you 
have not sinned as long as Paul had. 

With all their wisdom and all their 
sin, Paul knew that “Jesus Christ, and 
him crucified” was the one big thing the 
Corinthians needed to know. And those 
who believed found wisdom. Where? 
In Christ. Read it for yourself in 1 
Corinthians 1:24 and Colossians 2:3. 

Yes, boys and girls, believe it or not, 
the greatest thing you can learn is not 
in your books at school! It is right 
here in this verse: “Jesus Christ, and 
him crucified” for you. That is the be- 
ginning of your life and of your wis- 
dom, as it was for Paul that day when 
he met.the Lord Jesus on the way to 
Damascus and knew for sure about him. 
See Galatians 2:20. 

Orono, MAINE. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith'’s-Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, we cannot but wonder 
how a man with the superior intel- 
ligence of Paul; how any man with the 
earnestness of spirit, the forthrightness 
—yes, and the zeal for God — that Paul 
had, could have ever been so far “off 
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the beam” as Paul was in the days when 
he was known as Saul of Tarsus. Look 
at his own confession before King 
Agrippa and Festus: “I verily thought 
with myself, that I ought to do many 
things contrary to the name of Jesus 
of Nazareth ;.. and many of the saints 
did I shut up in prison, having received 
authority from the chief priests; and 
when they were put to death, I gave 
my voice against them. And I punished 
them oft in every synagogue, and com- 
pelled them to blaspheme; and being 
exceedingly mad against them, I per- 
secuted them even unto strange cities” 
(Acts 26:9-11). Fellows, the only “crime” 
those “saints” had committed was to 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
Son of God, the Messiah of prophecy, 
and to accept Him as their Saviour! 
Yet Saul of Tarsus pursued and perse- 
cuted them unto death. He stood by 
and supervised the stoning of Stephen, 
the first Christian martyr. 

There is only one way to explain it. 
Saul of Tarsus had never met Jesus 
Christ face to face. Saul+had never 
seen that matchless Person, nor heard 
that matchless voice. The instant he 
did meet the Lord Jesus the transforma- 
tion took place, and the man who had 
been one of the bitterest enemies of 
Christ Jesus turned squarely about and 
became Paul the great apostle, the most 
devoted, the most loyal, the most useful 
servant the Lord Jesus ever had, so far 
as the Record goes. This was a miracle. 
The miracles of the Spirit are far greater 
than the marvels of the physical world. 
Yesterday, July 25, the marvelous split 
atom, touched off by radio ten miles dis- 
tant, tore out the bottom of the Bikini 
lagoon and sank several battleships, 
sending up a geyser of water and steam 
that rocketed into a column 9,000 feet 
high. The whole world was listening 
for it, but only those within a radius 
of a few miles of the explosion saw or 
heard it. 

More than 1,900 years ago one lone 
man on the Syrian plain before the 
gates of Damascus fell down before the 
Lord Jesus Christ, saying, “Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do?” and an ex- 
plosion took place there which sank the 
misconceptions of a colossal mind and 
reared a column of spiritual light which 
has illuminated the succeeding centuries 
and grows brighter with the passing 
years. The detonation of that explosion 
has been heard all around the world and 
will continue to be heard to the end of 
time. My! what a power is the power 
of the Spirit of God! 

And what does it mean to you and me, 
fellows? Just this, it means that you 
and I must see Jesus and “hear the 
voice of his mouth.” That is just as 
possible today for us as it was for Saul 
of Tarsus. “For Ged, who commanded 
the light to shine out of darkness, hath 
shined in our hearts, to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
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the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6). 
The Lord Himself has arranged that mar- 
velous privilege for you and me. I be- 
lieve that we can see the Lord Jesus to- 
day and hear His voice with far more 
clearness than did James and Peter and 
John in the days of His earthly minis- 
try. It is the office of the Holy Spirit 
to do that for us. Then what? In the 
first place, in the revelation of Himself 
to us, all misconceptions will fade away 
and we shall see clearly the truth, as 
we so greatly desire to know. In His 
presence we shall gain the victory over 
that “sin which doth so easily beset us.” 
In His presence we shall be inspired 
with new initiative and far better serv- 
ice than we have ever been able to give 
Him before. In His presence all the 
petty things that so engage us, will lose 
their false importance, and the things 
of Christ will loom up in their real 
value, calling us out to the life which 
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yields the only true and permanent sat- 
isfactions. 

Did you ever see that plaintive little 
poem written by “No. 67,005” while 
eking out his sentence at Sing Sing? 
It is entitled “The Land of Beginning 
Again.” ' 

I wish that there were some wonderful 

place 

Called “The Land of Beginning Again,” 

Where all one’s mistakes and all the 

heartaches 

And all of one’s poor selfish griefs 

Could be dropped like a shabby old coat 

at the door ‘ 

And never put on again. 

I wish we could come on it all unawares, 

Like the hunter that finds a lost trail 

Gets out of the path where the sowing’s 

all tares 

And follows the One who can’t fail... . 

Now please do not ask me for the 
rest of it, for that is all I can remember ! 


Greenssoro, N. C. 


yw 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ear and explaining the conditions upon which 
Illustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the t one. 
Tilustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be singed from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” ference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
present paper shortage, readers are asked to 
limit the total submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations, 

Why He Stopped Drinking.—This is 
a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came info 
the world to save sinners (1 Tim. 1:15, 
Golden Text). Charles A. Blanchard, 
president of Wheaton College, 1882-1925, 
once. told a wonderful story about 
the conversion of a very dear friend 
of his. This friend was for many 
years an infidel, a hard drinker, a 
swearer, a Sabbath-breaker, unkind to 
his wife. One day, after a debauch, he 
went out on a stringer belonging to a 
wharf in process of building, drank two 
bottles of whiskey, and lay down on 
the stringer, expecting to fall asleep, 
and roll over into the water in his sleep. 
He wanted to end his miserable exist- 
ence, but had not courage to do it in 
any other way. He did fall asleep, but 
did not turn over, and awoke with the 
stars shining in his face. He went home 
at midnight, saw his wife through the 
window, still at work ironing, and heard 
her singing, “What a friend we have in 
Jesus.” The thought came to him, “If 
Jesus can make my wife sing at mid- 
night, He can make me stop drinking 
whiskey.” He never touched a drop of 
intoxicating liquor after that, and he 
became a sincere, trusting Christian. — 
From Christian Herald. Sent by Irma 
R. Chapin, Jefferson, Ohio. 


When God Has To Strike Us Down. 
—Fallen to the earth (Acts 26:14). A 
story appeared in the paper with a real 
lesson attached. It is the account of 
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how “Slim” saved his friend from death. 
Let the man who was saved tell it in 
his own words. He works for a power 
company; he and his gang repair the 
lines, set new poles, and so on. “Some- 
times new poles are green and water- 
soaked, and will conduct electricity. A 
short time ago my gang was sent to 
replace a pole that had been badly 
burned. The new pole to be set up was 
wet and green, the street was wet, and 
overhead was a high line carrying 33,- 
000 volts. We were hoisting the new 
pole up through the wires when I 
thoughtlessly seized the butt end of the 
new pole as it swung clear of the 
ground and was guiding it into place. 
Suddenly one of the boys made a run 
for me and knocked me sprawling. I 
arose from the sloppy street, wet, 
muddy, and ready for fight.*. . . He 
pointed aloft to where I saw the new 
pole had hit'the lower high-line wire. 
I saw instantly that had he not taken 
such a quick action in knocking me‘clear 
of the pole, I would have been a 
‘goner.’” Does not God often strike 
down sinners, as he did Paul on the road 
to Damascus, that He might get them 
to listen to His voice and so be saved 
from the wrath to come?—From the 
Gospel Herald. Sent by E. M. James, 
Toronto, Can. 


Mistaken All the Way.—Make thee a 
minister and a witness both of these 
things (Acts 26:16). Dr. Samuel says: 
“On one occasion I happened to be in 
a railway train with a man who had 
been to St. Paul’s Cathedral to hear 
Mendelssohn’s ‘St. Paul.’ I got into con- 
versation with him, and he remarked 
emphatically, ‘I’ve never heard of a con- 
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verted Jew; I’ve never seen one; and 
I shall never meet one!’ I remarked 
quietly, ‘That is strange. I see you have 
been hearing a work written by a con- 
verted Jew about a converted Jew, and,’ 
I added as I left the train, ‘now you 
can say you have met one, for I am one 
myself.”—From the Sunday School 
Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Sun or Moon?—To make thee a min- 
ister (Acts 26:16). One of the ques- 
tions every minister or preacher should 
ask himself is: Am I a sun or a moon? 
What is the difference between the two? 
Let Archbishop Whateley answer. He 
was once at a missionary meeting at 
which addresses were given by Bishops 
Selwyn and Samuel Wilberforce, and 
afterward a lady who had also been 
present asked him to compare the two 
speakers. Whateley said: “When the 
moon shines bright,,we say, ‘How beau- 
tiful is the moon!’ When the sun shines, 
‘How beautiful are the hills, fields, 
trees !’ which it illuminates. Of the sun 
itself we do not speak. So the really 
best orator is like the sun; you think 
of the thing he advocates. The second 
best is like the moon; you think only 
of him.”—From the Methodist Recorder. 
Sent by the Rev. Guru Manickam, Per- 
ambalur, Trichinopoly, S. India. Prize 
illustration. 


The Only Cleansing for Sin Stain— 
That they may receive forgiveness of 
sins, and inheritance among them which 
are sanctified by faith that is- in me 
(Acts 26:18). During the first World’s 
Fair, held in Chicago over fifty years 
ago, there was an exhibit or exposition 
called “The Parliament of Religions.” 
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Robert Harkness is the composer and director of two correspondence courses: 


No. 1, “Evangelistic Hymn Playing,” 
its people’s meetin, 


, and the like; N 
laying,” for those who cannot play hymns and 


for pianists in church, Sunday school, 
~ & ™ inners’ Piano Course in H: 


‘ymn 
1 songs, but who wish to 


learn to do so. Write for free details to Robert Harkness, 20 N. Raymond Ave., 
Pasadena 1, Calif, 
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Lesson for October 13 


There were representatives from all the 
leading religions of the world. One by 
one the representatives stood and spoke 
in behalf of their tenets. The last to 
speak was Dr. Joseph B. Cook, repre- 
senting the Christian religion. He turned 
to English literature for his example. 
He told of Lady Macbeth who had com- 
mitted murder and the blood wds still 
upon her hand. Try as she would she 
could not wash it away. Turning to the 
men gathered there, Dr. Cook asked, 
“Gentlemen,. does your religion have 
anything that will remove the spot of 
blood from Lady Macbeth’s hand?” One 
by one the representatives shook their 
heads. Theirs was a negative religion. 
“Gentlemen,” said Dr. Cook, “the re- 
ligion of Christ has. ‘The blood of Jesus 
Christ . . . cleanseth us from all sin’” 
(1 John 1:7). When he had finished the 
Bible verse, the great trained choir from 
Moody’s church sang the “Hallelujah 
Chorus” from “The Messiah.” When the 
last hallelujah had been finished, Dr. 
Cook raised his head. All the repre- 
sentatives of the various other religions 
had filed out in the face of a religion 
like that. — From the _ Intermediate 
Leader, S.B.C. Training Union Series. 
Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Petersburg, 
Va. 


Sousa’s Unexpected Pupil—By the 
grace of God I am what I am (1 Cor. 
15:10). You probably have heard played 


many times “The Stars and Stripes For-’ 


ever,” a spirited march by John Philip 
Sousa. Sitting in his hotel room one 
summer evening, Mr. Sousa heard a 
hand organ man in the street below 
playing this, his favorite march, in a 
slow, dragging manner. He dashed to 
the street. “Here, here,” he called to 
the sleepy, lazy, grinder, “that is no way 
to play that march!” He seized the 
handle of the organ and turned it vig- 
orously. The music rushed out, spirited 
and snappy. The hand organ man bowed 
low and smiled. The next night Mr. 
Sousa heard the organ again. This time 
the tempo was right. Looking out the 
window, he saw a great crowd gathering 
about the player. Over the organ on 
a large card was the grinder’s name, 
and under it, “Pupil of John Philip 
Sousa.” The organ grinder was quick 
to put into practice what he had learned, 
and he was proud to have learned from 
such a great teacher. Saul was quick 
to ask, “Lord, what wilt thou have me 
to do?” And you—are you ashamed to 
let it be known that you are a pupil of 
the Lord Jesus; and do you put into 
practice the things you learn of Him?— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Ruth B. McDowell, Schenectady, N. Y. 


All of Grace.—By the grace of God 
I am what I am (1 Cor. 15:10). During 
his last hours John Knox woke from a 
slumber sighing, and told his friends 
that he had just been tempted to be- 
lieve that he had “merited Heaven and 
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How much shall [ give? 


Most people face real problems when it comes to Christian giving. Even 
though you're convinced of the need and worth of an enterprise, you're 
still in ao dilemma. Naturally, you want to be liberal, but you have your 
own financial security to consider. Should you give so generously that 
you'll have nothing left to draw on in later years? 

Where to draw the line in this matter of stewardship is often a serious 
question, all right, but it's one you needn't bother with when you take 
advantage of the Moody Annuity Plan. You see, you don't have to worry 
about future income when you give through this plan. The very instant 
you put your money in an annuity, you're assured of receiving a set 
cmount... paid promptly, annually or semiannually . . . for the rest 
of your life. 

Furthermore, annuities ore SAFE... backed by all the resources of 
Moody Bible Institute. They combine Christian giving with security for 
the future. 

Another problem that faces faithful stewards is the ultimate disposi- 
tion of the money they give. Here again, the Moody Annuity Plan pro- 
vides the ideal solution . . . your dollars help to furnish tuition-free 
training to zealous young men and women at theginstitute, who ore pre- 
paring for lives of Christian service. Pastors and Christian workers who 
received instruction at the Institute are found across the continent, and 


graduates of the Institute Missionary Course girdle the globe. 


training program through the Moody 
Anuuity Plan. Mail the coupon today. 








MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, Ill., Dept. S 784 


Please send me the illustrated booklet, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS. 
CZ Please send me booklet A. | am under 20 years old. 


NAME 
STREET. 
CITY AND STATE 














MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 153 INSTITUTE PLACE + CHICAGO 10, ILL. 




















880 (16) * 


WANTED | 


Director of Young People’s Work by Memorial Presby 
terian Church, 201 S. Skinker Road, St. Louis 5, Mo. 





Through the Bible Study 


; Genesis to pagn meme a by Chapter. 





ver Suadey Schools, Bible Classes, 
} gy ‘eop! ple” sand | Missionary Socie- 
ao ad Bible Schools, Prayer 
| and Home Study. 
Samples 15c; 4 grades 50c; set $2.40 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas,Texas 








WANTED 


CHRISTIAN YOUNG WOMAN (vicin- 
ity of Phila.) with experience in ste- 
nography, typing, and filing. Position 
open now in long-established Christian 
publication office. Five-day week. 
State age, training, experience, and 
salary desired. Also give references. 
Box 612, Sunday School Times, 325 N. 
13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 














Old Fashioned Revival 
Nationwide Gospel Broadcast 


“Regional Networks” and In- 


CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. ©. Box 123, Les Angeles 53, Calif. 


WOMEN! EARN CASH 


a4 Christmas Cards 
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eternal blessedness, by the faithful dis- 
charge of my ministry. But blessed be 
God who has enabled me to beat down 
and quench the fiery dart, by suggest- 
ing to me such passages of Scripture as 
these: ‘What hast thou that thou didst 
not receive?’ ‘By the grace of God I 
am what I am... . Not I, but the grace 
of God which was with me.’”—From 
Christian World Pulpit. Sent by Har- 
old Hennessy, Hulbert, Okla. 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


TRANSFORMED PURPOSES 


COULD never be a missionary. I 
can’t speak well enough,” an- 
nounced our nephew, who, after several 
visits with missionaries, had been stir- 
red with a desire to serve God. His 
conclusion may be right. The Lord may 
have an entirely different purpose for 
Jim’s life, but he has some purpose, 
just as He has a plan for every one of us. 
What is God’s purpose? “Be not con- 
formed to this world: but be ye trans- 
formed.” How? “By the renewing of 
your mind.” Why? “That ye may prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God.” Each of us must 
find the purpose of God for ourselves. 

As we looked upon Paul last week, we 
saw a man who Had every qualification 
of one who could fulfill God’s purposes, 
for Paul was bent upon finding favor 
with God. Today we see Paul still try- 
ing to please God, but instead of find- 
ing what God wanted him to do, he held 
opinions of his own which were in 
direct opposition to God’s will. Before 
he could find divine favor, he must have 
a change of heart. He must experience 
a conversion. 

What is conversion? It is the trans- 
formation of a self-centered, Satan-con- 
trolled outlook to an unselfish, Christ- 
centered interpretation of life. It 
includes: 

Being saved (Acts 16:31). 

Being born of the Spirit (John 3:5-9). 

Receiving Christ (John 1:12). 

Becoming a new creature in Christ (2 

Cor. 5:17). 





The War-Ravaged Ukraine Is Gospel-Hungry! 


Revivals reported in bombed-out villages — 23,000 souls 
Think of the harvest when the 


saved in one district alone. 
door for the Gospel is wide open! 


Does this mean anything to you? 
Ukraine — the 
most fertile, the most strategic Gospel field in Europe. And 
it is on Europe that the peace of the world depends! 
must be ready with Bibles, tracts, missionanes — NOW! 
Two million Ukrainians in the Americas are also bein 
evangelized. Pray with us! Pray for us! Work through 
us! Write for illustrated literature, and send your gifts to: 


If so, why not have a share in this work? 


We 





UKRAINE - ™ Spiritual center and key to the 
vonic mations 


THE UKRAINIAN MISSIONARY AND BIBLE SOCIETY, Inc. 


James Hominuke, M.A., B.D., General Director 


Dept. ST. s . . 


1509 S. Cuyler Avenue, Berwyn, Hlinois 
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Paul’s trouble was that while he be- 
lieved in Jesus of Nazareth as a Man 
who “went about doing good,” he did 
not believe that Jesus was “the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.” That is 
the trouble with many Sunday school 
girls just as it was with me. I had 
been reared in a Christian home and 
had been active in our Sunday school 
and church until I was fourteen years 
old, but one night in prayer meeting I 
saw Christ Jesus as my Saviour and my 
Lord, and I was so thrilled and filled 


‘ with love for Him that the chief desire 


of my heart since then has been to fol- 
low where He leads (Phil. 3:12-14). 


What is the difference between a 
church worker and a child of God? A 
church worker might try to obey Psalm 
37:5: “Commit thy way unto the Lord,” 
but as long as the emphasis is placed 
upon my way, there will be no power, 
no fruit. Such a worker might create 
a lovely plan of her own, and then say, 
“Here, Lord, is my plan which I would 
like you to bless.” A child of God must 
be willing to let the Lord revise her 
plan, or give it up eptirely, letting her 
will be fused with the will and wisdom 
of the Heavenly Counsellor (Prov. 3: 
5, 6). 

See how Paul’s mind, will, and emo- 
tions were transformed and brought 
under the control of the Lord. First, 
Paul had to change his mind about Jesus 
Christ. He knew the Scriptures; he was 
one who looked for a Méssiah; he had 
heard Stephen declare that Jesus of 
Nazareth was the long-promised Re- 
deemer of Israel, and Paul had seen 
Stephen’s glorified face and heard his 
prayer of forgiveness, but still he did 
not believe that Jesus died for him. Not 
until he was on the way to Damascus 
did he take time to think these matters 
through, and not until he permitted the 
Holy Spirit to deal with his heart did 
he recognize the risen Christ. 

Paul had to let the Lord tame his in- 
domitable will and alter his purpose in 
life. Paul’s will was to tear down the 
work of the Gospel and destroy Chris- 
tians. Christ’s will was to make Paul 
a channel to carry that Gospel to all 
parts of the world. “Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do?” became the key- 
note of his life. 

Emotionally, too, Paul was changed. 
From one who was “breathing out 
threatenings and slaughter,” “being ex- 
ceeding mad against” the people who 
believed differently, he could say, “The 
love of Christ constraineth us,” as he 
tried to bring Jews, Greeks, Barbarians, 
and others into a knowledge of the Sav- 
iour. From a failure in God’s sight, he 
became “a new creature,” and more than 
conqueror through the One who loved 
him enough while he was yet a sinner 
to die for him (Rom. 5:6-8). 

ALPAUGH, Cay, 

















Lesson for October 13 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 874) 

1. His persecution of the Church. See 1 
Corinthians 15:9, and many other references. 

2. What seems like a contradiction in our 
English does not appear in the Greek. Dif- 
ferent cases of the noun indicate that those 
who were with Saul heard a sound, but 
were unable to distinguish the words 
spoken. (See Wuest, “Golden Nuggets,” p. 
40.) 

3. The Greek word means primarily an 
abortion, or still-born fetus. Paul uses it as 
a term of self-depreciation, to contrast him- 
self with the other witnesses who had been 
brought more normally to the vision of the 
risen Christ. 

4. The doctrine of the Body, the Church, 
whose Head is Christ. (See 1 Cor. 12:12.) 

5. There can be only one answer — the 
sovereign choice of God. (See Acts 9:15.) 

6. It is God’s usual method to work 
through His ministers. He will carry the 
miraculous communication only as far as 
necessary. 

“7. No. If Scripture as a whole taught 
baptismal remission, we could read that 
doctrine here, but here the calling on the 
name of the Lord is more closely allied to 
the cleansing as its cause. The baptism 
is a symbol and token. 

8. No. Every soul who hears the Gospel 
is responsible to respond with faith and 
obedience. Visions and ecstasies are not an 
essential part of salvation. 

9. “Lord, what wilt thou?” 

10. There is here the suggestion that we 
usually come to a growing knowledge of 
God’s will for us in the fellowship of the 
church. There is too much independence 
of action among Christians today. Ponder 
Acts 13:1-3. w 


Archaeological Side Lights 


(Continued from page 872) 


was found by R. A. S. Macalister. In 
his excavation of the site of Gezer in 
Palestine (1902-1909), he unearthed the 
points of several ox goads.3 


Paul’s Labor 


AUL pointed out that he labored 

more abundantly than others by the 
grace of God (1 Cor. 15:10). Paul uses 
this figure as one who understands the 
situation and background of the artisan 
and working class of people, and it takes 
on an added meaning in the light of 
| New Testament archaeological discov- 

eries. 

*Such a reference to one’s labor is 
found on a tombstone in a country dis- 
trict not far from the home of Paul, 
in southwestern Asia Minor.4 It tells of 
Daphnus, the best of gardeners, who had 
reached his goal “after that he had much 
labored.” 5 Deissmann feels that Paul, 








| 3G. A. Barton, “Archaeology and _ the 
| Bible,” Philadelphia, American Sunday- 
School Union, 1937, p. 176. 

'*Adolph Deissmann, “Light from the An- 
cient’ East,”” New York, Doran, 1927, p. 312. 

& This inscription was found in the village 
of Ebedjik, in the house of the mollah Meh- 
met, and published by Heberdey and Kalinka, 
“Bericht uber zwei Reisen im sudwestlichen 
Kleinasien,” p. 17, n. 1, p. 41, No. 59, cited 
in Deissmann, op. cit., p. 312, note 2. 
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in referring to his laboring more abun- 
dantly than others, was using a figure 
that involved not only the picture of a 
faithful laborer, but more particularly 
that of a worker or craftsman doing 
piece work, who was able to hand in the 
largest amount of goods on pay day.® 
Paul made his labors really count for 
the Lord. 





*Deissmann, op. cit., 
WHEATON, ILL. 


p. 313. 


Ww 


The Christian’s Christmas 
(Continued from page 872) 


or a batch of cookies, spend ten minutes 
visiting, then pray heartily with and 
for the household, and see if Christ will 
not make of this holiday something out 
of the ordinary. 

One more thought comes under this 
head. If, in the Christian home, little 
children are allowed to receive gifts, 
many or few, without the aftermath of 
expressed gratitude, there is just that 
much of Him left out. For His com- 
mand is, “Be thankful” (Psa. 100: 4), and, 
“Be courteous” (1 Pet. 3:8). 

Parties come next, for what is Christ- 
mas without a dinner party — grandpa, 
grandma, father and mother, the in-laws 
and teen-agers, on down to baby in the 
high chair, all with feet under one table 
and eyes on the turkey, all bowing in 
reverent thanks to God. 

But there is a probing text in Luke 
14:13 which says, in effect, “When you 
make a dinner party, forget not the poor 
and lonely, but gather in with you old 
Grandma Swain, poor, deaf Uncle Nate, 
and the working girl next door — peo- 
ple -who cannot make a return in kind.” 

There was one Christian family which 
in itself made a sizable group. But their 
house was large enough, so they in- 
cluded in their holiday invitations the 
pastor and wife, also a family of Jewish 
refugees from Germany. How do you 


(Continued on page 884) 
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Rest in the 


. 
Pocono Mountains 
Beautiful foliage Open throughout year 
PLEASE REFER TO THIS AD 


TYGERT’S, Mill Creek Rd., CRESCO, PA. 


WANTED 


Young women and young men 
to start training now for mental 
nursing 











Liberal Salary 





Pleasant Home Environment 





Write 
DIRECTOR OF NURSES 
Goffle Hill Road Wyckoff, N. J. 
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i ENATIONAL 


BIBLE INSTITUTE 


stree 





Monthly Publication, “‘The Bible Teday”’ 


Free from entangling alliances with “modernism.” Chartered and 
registered by New York State Regents, granting B.R.E. and Th.B. 
degrees, as well as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medica] Course 
diplomas. Entrance requirements, high school graduation. 

Write for catalog. 


Christmas Wusce 


FOR YOUR CHILDREN 


First the organ and their sweet young voices; then—far 
off, ethereal, miraculous,—the chimes; and—at the end, 
organ and song and chimes together in nobly trium- 
phant finale. Composers: Gevaert, Ropartz, and P. L. 
Atherton. This is the special music for the famous 
little play 


WHY THE CHIMES RANG 
A Christmas one-act by Elizabeth McFadden. It has 
been produced more than 8,000 times. Parts: 2 boys, a 
man, 2 women, 7 extras. Scene: simple interior baaked 
by chancel. Medieval dress. Plays 3C-45 minutes. 
Price, 35 cents Royalty, $5.00 
SAMUEL FRENCH 
25 W. 45th St.. NEWYORK 811 W. 7th St., LOS ANGELES 
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Series 1. Old Testament Stories 
Noah Moses 
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hepherd Psalm Samuel 


1S¢ each title; 90c complete series. 
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BIBLE HANDWORK TO COLOR 


Eleven Bible stories and four children’s songs in outline pictures for pupils 
Three series, 15 titles, average 8 pictures to each title. Order by title. 


Series 3. Favorite Songs 


The Wise Men—Scng 
World Children for 


1S¢ each title; 


Pree catalog of Church and Sunday School requisites sen? on 


WM. H. DIETZ, INC. 
10 S. Wabash Ave. 


Series 2. New Testament Stories 


Paul Christmas Story 
Lord’s Prayer Resurrection 
Samaritan Story 


Se each title; 75¢ complete series. 


I Think When I Read That 
Sweet Story 
Jesus Loves Me 


60¢ complete series. 


Dept. 16 Chicago 3, Illinois 
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Home and Foreign Missions 








GOOD NEWS PUBLISHERS 


A non-profit organization dedicated to the world- 
wide “Gitribution of Christian literature. The 
Gospel in attractive booklet and tract form... 
used world-wide by home and foreign missions, jail 
workers, personal workers, Christian people every- 
where. bis tribution is as wide as gifts from God's 
people permit. 


322 W. Washington St. Chicago 6, Illinois 


BEST SELLER POSTERS 
Designed by Famous Christian Artists 
Preach the Gospel by means of convicting Bible- 
verse posters on billboards, in streetcars, trains, 
ships, hospitals, camps, schools. You can preach 
to millions through BEST SELLER posters. 


Write to 
BEST SELLER PUBLICITY 
189 W. Madison Street Chicago 2, Ill. 


A missionary writing from Man- 
churia told of seeing pees by a 
Standard Oil depot in that faraway 
country the ambitious slogan, “Get the 
light to every dark corner of the world.” 
Is there not in this aim a rebuke and 
a chalienge to the churches of Christ? 
For the fact confronts us that 








The Cleveland Hebrew Mission, Inc. 


11609-11 Kinsman Road Cleveland 20, Ohio 
Founded 1904 Incorporated 1918 
WITNESSING ‘‘Among His Kinsmen on Kinsman Road"’ 
Send for sample copy of the quarterly organ THE 
TRUMPETER FOR ISRAEL devoted to Jewish 


prophecies, current movements among the Jews 
nd the work of the Mission. 


Gerald V. Smelser, Supt. 





Rural Home Missionary Ass’n, Inc. 


RE-OPENING CLOSED CHURCHES in rural 
America with full spiritual program including Child 
Evangelism. Working through missionary work- 
ers. Supported by contributions. Interdenomin- 
ational — fundamental — non-sectarian. Write for 
free literature. 


REV. C. J. REDIGER, General Director 
107 W. Jefferson Street Morton, Illinois 





REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 
BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Preaches and teaches the pure Reformed faith. 
Conducts missions in Cyprus, Syria, South China, 
and Manchuria. Segensent on voluntary contribu- 
tions. Send your gifts to Joseph M. Steele, Treas., 
661 Drexel Buil . 5th & Chestnut Streets, 
Philadelphia 6, Pa. 


CEYLON and INDIA GENERAL 
MISSION 


We have been 53 years preaching the Gospel 
in the land of 265,000,000 idol -‘worshiping 
Hindus and of 100,000,000 fanatic followers of 
Mohammed. 
Send for free literature 
128 South Lombard Avenue, Oak Park, Illinois 


WESTERN CANADA MISSION 
TO THE JEWS 


Rev. Hugo Spitzer, Director 
DEPARTMENTS OF Work: Gospel services; Sunday 
school; visitation of homes; medical dispensary; re- 
lief work among sick and poor; free distribution of 
Gospel Literature and Missionary journeys. For 
further information: 


158 Aikins Street, Winnipeg, Canada 





The Scandinavian Alliance Mission 
OF NORTH AMERICA 
SOLICITS YOUR PRAYER SUPPORT 


An interdenominational faith mission true to the 
Word in principle and practice. 
Subscribe to The Missionary Broadcaster, a God- 
blessed missionary messenger. 


Address: 2839 W. McLean Ave., Chicago 47, Ill. 





Hebrew Christian Society 
INCORPORATED 
A Faith Mission to the Jews 
Interdenominational 


HOWARD A. KRAMER, Director . 
Box 3545 Cleveland 18, Ohio 





THE INDIA MISSION 


412 West 8th Street Elyria, Ohio 


Bible - Believing (Fundamental) Soul - Winning 
Proving God’s faithfulness in Hyderabad State and 
Central Provinces. hree Bible schools training 
native evangelists. Over 6,000 church members 
won from idolatry. 


Write for fuller information 





The Unevangelized Tribes 
Mission, Inc. 
“Holding Forth the Word of Life’’ 


Seengetieng the thousands of villages in the Bel- 
gian Congo 
Write for “The Unevangelized” and free literature. 
600 Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 





THE CHRISTIAN 
AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE 


An interdenominational missionary society operat- 

ing in 20 foreign fields with 617 American mission- 

aries. All contributions should be made payable to 
The Christian and Missionary Alliance 


and sent to 


SPANISH CHRISTIAN MISSION 
Rev. Zacarias P. Carles, B.A., L.Th., $.C.T. 
Founder and Director 
Help this evangelical faith work give the Gospel to 
Spain’s twenty-six million people. Have our Mis- 
sion presented. Ask for free booklet, ““Is Spain a 
Christian Country?” Your prayers and gifts will be 

greatly appreciated. 





260 West 44th Street - New York 18, N.Y. 3 Hillsboro Avenue Toronto 5, Canada 
HEBREW CHRISTIAN AMERICAN 


520 W. Melrose Street Chicago 13, Illinois 
80 Years of Testimony 

Your gifts bring Christ to Jews of South America, 

relief to needy, tracts and literature, help train He- 

brew Christians preparing for full time service, and 

strengthen Hebrew Christian testimony. 


REV. NATHAN J. STONE, Treasurer 


SCRIPTURE GIFT MISSION 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Specializes in distributing Attractive Scriptures. 
Free GRANTS, AS CONTRIBUTIONS PERMIT 


To Rural and Mountain Missionaries in U.S. A., 
and to Latin America. 


~ 5 's NOW-—send out “GOD’S MESSAGE,” . 


oklet in Spanish, German, and Japanese. 





NEW YORK GOSPEL MISSION 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 


149 Avenue B, New York 9, N. Y. 
Rev. and Mrs. Bernhard Angel, Founders 
A long-established witness for the Lord Jesus Christ 
in the midst of the world’s largest Jewish popula- 
tion. Acopy of our monthly letter Me be a 
free on request. Address: Ruth Angel, P 
108, Station D, New York 3, N. Y. 


The Christian Association 
for the Blind, Inc. 


A PENNY A DAY! 


(Not such a large sum to invest for eternity) 
Will give Spiritual sight to the Blind 


H O W ?— For information write to 
430 East 14lst Street, New York 54, N. Y. 
Chas. E. Gremmels, Pres. James E. Bennet, Treas. 





LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY 
ASSOCIATION, Inc. 


Reaching a quarter-million with weekly Gospel 

newspaper articles — 10 countries with monthly 
magazines — The Americas and Europe with resi- 
dent missionaries. Now translating and printing 
Scripture portions. Established in 1928 as an inter- 
denominational faith work. 


P. 0. Box 488, Chicago 90, Illinois 





RUSSIAN CHRISTIAN 
RELIEF SOCIETY 


Rev. Peter Pleshko, General Director 
Weare carrying on relief missionary work among the 
Russians in Europe and evangelizing Russians in 
the United States, Canada and South America. For 
this purpose, we need prayers and generous gifts of 


God’; children. 
690-8th Avenue - New York 18, N. Y. 








MONTANA GOSPEL CRUSADE 


Reaching the great neglected area of the Rocky 
Mountain region with a daily Bible Broadcast and 
Radio School of the Bible. Sustained entirely by 
the prayers of those who love the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Write for FREE BIBLE COURSE, “The Old 
Testament Tabernacle.” 


Walter J. Feely - Billings, Montana 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW 
CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Since its inception in 1925, God has used our He- 
brew Christian Movement as a world-wide witness 
to Israel. Our aid to Jewish Christian victims of 
pty mee ye has extended to 20 countries of the 
worl Funds are urgently needed to alleviate suf- 
ferings of Israel. dress communications to the 
General Secretary, Rev. Jacob Peltz, 4919 N. Albany 
Avenue, Dept. STD, Chicago 25, Illinois. 








The European Evangelistic Crusade, Inc. 


A work of faith ana tabor of love among Europe's 550 millions! 
Mass evangelism. Intensive Sorptuse distribution. 
Help us give Europe the Gospel 

James A. Stewart, Founder and General Director 


Mrs. R. E. Neighbour, Home Director for Nerth America 
1179 Delaware Avonue Buffalo 9, N. Y. 





THE BIBLE MEDITATION 
LEAGUE, INC. 


74 E. Gay Street Columbus 15, Ohio 


Supplying millions of copies of the scriptures and 

Bible study outlines in many languages to thé 

unsaved throughout the world. Supperted by the 

love-gifts of consecrated Christians, Mail centri- 

butions ge inquiries to The Bible Meditation 
e, Inc. 
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and Foreign Missions 





throughout Asia and Africa are to be 
found multitudes of towns and vil- 
lages lighted with the kerosene oil of 
the West but which have never yet 
had the light of the saving ey 3 of 
Christ. — Robert H. Glover, ihe 
F.R.G.S., in his latest book, “The 
Bible Basis of Missions.” 





The Southern 


Messianic Witness to Israel 
(With a million Jews as its field) 
P. O. Box 587 Chattanooga 1, Tenn. 


Rev. Arthur E. Glass, Director and Field Repre- 
sentative. “Situated in the Heart of the South 
a Heart for the Jews in the South. 


SUDAN INTERIOR MISSION 


164 West 74th Street 366 Bay Street 

New York 23, N. Y. Toronto |, Ontario, Can. 

Is responsible for 25,000,000 people in the Sudan 

nd Ethiopia. 

YOU may help us to bring the lost sheep. 

YOU may send someone in your stead. 

YOU should pray the Lord of the harvest to send 
forth laborers into HIS harvest. 

Let us strive to reach these millions in this generation 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL MISSION- 
ARY & RELIEF SOCIETY, INC. 


maintains Missionary and Relief work 
among Jews at home and abroad. 


Weare particularlyburdened for Jewish and Hebrew 
Christian Refugees. If God leads you to have fel- 
lowsbip with us in this sacred cause, send your gift 

: Rev. Joseph T. Britan, D.Q., ‘spenemese, 
728-S Witherspoon Building Phila. 7, Pa. 





THE AMERICAN MISSION 
TO LEPERS 


Auxiliary to all Protestant Churches 


Makes possible a spiritual and physical ministry 
to leprosy patients in 100 stations in 25 countries. 
Saves men, women, and especially children, in body 
and soul. Send gifts to: . 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10,N, Y. 





HIAWATHA LAND 


Independent Baptist Missions, Inc. 


Fundamental, Evangelistic, Faith Home Mission = 


Sunday Schools established, Gospel preached, Sin- 
ners saved, Believers baptized, Churches organized. 
“HIAWATHA LAND MISSIONARY BROAD 
CASTER” published quarterly. Your prayers and 
gifts assist worthy workers in His work. 


1910 First Avenue South, Escanaba, Michigan. 





The Mexican Indian Mission 
A Pioneer Faith Work 


Founded to reach the five million Indians of 
Mexico. Used to win ten thousand Indians to 
Christ in fifteen years. Seeking new missionaries 
to enter forty-one more tribes. 


P. O. Box 256 Stratford, N. J. 


Chaplain Counsellors for Industry, Inc. 


Ce-operation of churches and individual Christians 
urgently needed to stem tide of industrial unrest, 
re-establish contact between the church and in- 
dustrial workers, and win souls for Christ. Chap- 
lains now being trained for this new field of 
evangelism. 





Headquarters 


1153 Broad Street Newark 5, N. J. 





HEBREW CHRISTIAN 
MISSION, Inc. 


Representing Christ to the Jews 
By Visitation By Club Work 
By Bible Classes By Radio 
Rev. J. C. Thiessen, Acting Superintendent 
BOX 7, Linwood Station DETROIT 6, MICH. 





INDEPENDENT BOARD 
for 
Presbyterian Foreign Missions 
“Truly Biblical Missions” 


Operated 
By Faith For the Faith 


151 Maplewood Ave. 


In Faith 
Phila. 44, Pa. 





The Orinoco River Mission, Inc. 
Venezuela, South America 


Rev. Van V. Eddings, Founder and General Dir. 
An evangelical, interdenominational, faith work 
making Christ known in Eastern Venezuela. A 
Bible institute trains Venezuelans for full-time 
Christian service among their own people. _Liter- 
on or mgadity prarer lets letter sent upon tequest to 


h Hope Street, 
rane 13, “California. 


The Christian Mission td Churchless 
Communities 


DARKEST AMERICA 


is seeking to reach as many as possible of the thou- 
sands of communities that are without a witness for 
Christ. Your prayers and gifts will help us to reach 
more of these needy places. 
For information address 
REV. HOMER STANLEY MORGAN 
Room 805 140 NassauSt. New York 7, N. Y. 


MESSAGE TO ISRAEL 


Reaching Jews for Christ by radio every Sunday 





Write for free copy of bi-monthly paper and list of 
stations carrying this unique program, 
now in its ninth year. 
COULSON SHEPHERD 
Box 682, Gen'l P.O. New York 1, N. Y. 





Northwest Mountain Mission, Inc. 


McCall, idaho 


If you want your gifts to win souls for Christ, you 
will find our ministry a satisfying investment. 


Vast areas of desert and mountain are calling for 
the extension of our program. 


“The Gospel to the Man Farthest Back” 
Ask for free copy of “*The Trail Blazer” 


THE RUSSIAN MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY, Inc. 
1844 W. Monroe Street, Room9 Chicago 12, Ill. 


233 million Russians — mostly eager for the Gospel. 
200 million have never had a Bible. t us send 
you free copy of ‘Friend of Russians.” 


Write to 
Rev. F. J. Miles, D.S.O., D.D., Inter. Secretary 


SPANISH AMERICAN CHILD 

EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP 

1424 Fourth Street, Room 503, Santa Monica, Calif. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh W. Pain, Directors 


“That 35,000,000 Spanish American Children May 
Hear.” Directors now traveling in South America; 
first extended stop, Lima, Peru. 








European Christian Mission, Inc. 


Laboring for forty years in Europe. Missionaries 
witnessing on the Continent report great hunger for 
the Gospel. Read their reports in Europe’s Millions. 
American workers returning this summer. More 
workers needed. Rev. G. P.JRaud, Pres.; Rev. 
Thos. MacDonald, Gen. Sec. Headquarters, 1101 
E. 35th St., Brooklyn 10, N. Y. Canadian Office, 
32 Roxborough St., E., Toronto 5, Ont. 





CONSERVATIVE BAPTIST 
FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY 


203 N. Wabash Avenue Chicago 1, Illinois 


The CBFMS is a missionary channel for a host of 
deeply sincere Christians — determined that the 
message of Christ go forth to the uttermost parts 
of the earth — without change, misrepresentation, 
or restriction of its power. 


BOLIVIAN 
INDIAN MISSION, INC. 
508 Central Avenue, Plainfield, N. 4. 
Evangelizing Pioneering Fruit-Bearing 


Among Quechua and Aymara Indians, the Bolivian 
people, and Jewish refugees. 


FOUNDED 1907 





RUSSIAN GOSPEL 
ASSOCIATION 


Continue evangelizing the Russian-Slavic people 
in many lands as well as help to give the Gospel to 
the Jews. Your prayer and financial help greatly 
needed now.” Send your gifts to 

RUSSIAN GOSPEL ASSOCIATION, INC. 


PETER DEYNEKA, General Director 
64 W. Randolph Street, Dept. ST, Chicage 1, Ill. 


American Sunday-$chool Union 


One Hundred and Twenty-nine Years of service 
in behalf of 

The Otherwise Unreached in Rural America 
NO GIFT 1S TOO LARGE TO MATCH GOD’S GRACE 
NO GIFT IS TOO SMALL TO MERIT HIS BLESSING 

Send for field magazine The Sunday School Mis- 

sionary. Address — Department of Missions, 

1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 





The Oriental Missionary Society 
INCORPORATED 


An undenominational, fundamental, evangelistic 
work specializing in training a native ministry in 
the one and Latin America, and through them 
establishing indigenous churches. 


For further informati te Headquarters, 900 N. 
Hobart Bivd.. Los Angeles #1, Calliomias” 








The Brazilian Christian Mission 
F. Paul Peterson, Field Director 
CAIXA POSTAL 1125, SAO PAULO, BRAZIL 


A faith work touching every Spanish and Portuguese 
speaking land with the printed Word. A great 
missionary movement reaching long neglected 
lands with the Gospel of Christ. Home Secretary: 
Miss Nell Macy, 729 Brown-Marx Building, Bir- 
mingham, Alabama. 





ALASKA EVANGELIZATION 
SOCIETY 


Ten missionaries are working in Nome, Seldovia, 
Douglas, and Ketchikan, with weekly bro: 
casts of the Gospel over radio station KTKN. 
Our ministry is evangelistic among both whites 
and natives. For illustrated bulletin, write 


EDWIN G. ZORN, Sec’y-Treas. 
7528 S. Morgan Street Chicago 20, Illinois 
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Christian Sanatorium 
WYCKOFF, NEW JERSEY 
Needs Your Help 
Housekeeper—Nurses’ Home 


Several openings in pleasant kitch- 
en work and cleaning. 


Write DIRECTOR OF NURSES 
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A practical program of evange- 
lism and Scripture distribution 
supported by coal offerings. 

Send for free illustrated Quar- 
terly to: 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


156 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 


-—Christian Greeting Cards— 


For Sale or for Personal Use ° 
Comforting, encouraging messages of cheer to the sick 
and sorrowing, birthday, CHRISTMAS, etc., many with 
BIBLE TEXT — Boxed and unboxed — good profit. 

Catalog list will be sent on request. 


PEASE GREETING CARDS, Ine. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N. Y. 














A Voice From Beyond 


and other poems 


Composed by 
PHILIP E. HOWARD 
Formerly President of 
The Sunday School Times Co. 


A collection of heart-stirring poems, 
the reading of which will bring pleas- 
ure to every Christian. 


Paper bound, 50 cents postpaid 
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The Christian’s Christmas 


(Continued from page 881) 


think the hostess felt when the Jewish 
gentleman said to her later, with tears 
in his eyes, “Oh, it was so wonderful ! 
—the first Christian Christmas we have 
ever seen! And I want to do something 
—may I give this money to your 
church’s White Gift offering that is be- 
ing sent to the missionaries?” 

It might be added that this party was 
more than eating and drinking and un- 
wrapping gifts under the tree. It was 
blessed with carol singing, reading of 
Old Testament prophecies and their New 
Testament fulfillment, and there was 
fervent prayer on the knees. 

Parties, too, for children and young 
people — what wonderful opportunities 
they present for getting across the Word 
of God. Christmas references frosted 
onto cookies, which may not be eaten 
until the verses are found and read; 
Christmas texts rolled in wax paper and 
baked into individual candle cakes; texts 
around taffy kisses between wax and 
tissue wrappers, and texts pasted on the 
inside bottoms of paper cups filled with 
sweets. It’s all such profitable fun if 
one has the want-to. And used Bible 
calendars offer a convenient short cut. 

But instead of something only for the 
young, did anyone ever try a grand- 
mother party? If not, you are elected 
to such a shower of tearful gratitude 
as will green memory’s barren spots 
forever after. Naturally games are not 
the thing here, but a sweet message of 
comfort .and assurance for those who 
love the Lord, and of tender entreaty 
for those who do not. This with little 
gifts and a simple tea make for the old 
ones an afternoon that they will live 
over and over in the few months or 
years that are left. 

Now let us look for a moment at pro- 
grams. Blessed things they are, too, if 
teachers and parents aren’t worn to a 
frazzle trying to get all the little 
Johnnys and Sallys to practice, and to 
keep on practicing without losing their 
poems en route. It is good to know 
that there have been many fine Christ- 
mas programs without church rehearsals 
and without the anxiety, which so dis- 
honors our Lord. 

At one such program,-a’new chorus 
was taught, a solo sung, Christmas illus- 
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DO YOU KNOW that medical authorities state the average life 
span of a child born in Europe during the war is only twelve years? 


We must reach them with the Gospel before it is too late. The 
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trations told, and a very few Christ- 
exalting rhymes given by the little ones. 
Then a good part of the time was de- 
voted to a Christmas quiz which had 
been planned to reach first, the mind, 
next, the heart, and then, the conscience. 
Most of the answers were from the Word 
of God, and all took part as typed slips 
were passed out through the audience. 
When the leader asked the question, he 
who held the answer arose and read it. 

But the best part of this program was 
a true account of Christmas soul-win- 
ning, a paper which presented a con- 
crete picture of an unusual and richly 
spiritual holiday. 

The affair closed with the audience 
singing softly all the stanzas of “I Gave 
My Life For Thee,” and marching as 
they sang, up to the altar, there to lay, 
in a basket, white-wrapped gifts for 
some loved home missionaries. Weeks 
before, the needs of this particular fam- 
ily had been ascertained, posted, and 
checked as each chose what to give. 

Since the head of this missionary 
group had been converted as a boy of 
ten in that very church, the wet eyes 
and warmed hearts can well be im- 
agined. One person was heard to re- 
mark that it was the most beautiful 
Christmas service she had ever seen. 

The church decorations for such pro- 
grams should be kept very simple—a 
couple of green wreaths perhaps, a plain 
evergreen wired to the foot of a large, 
white-wrapped wooden cross, and a few 
more green boughs banked on either 
side. Then a sheet-covered clothes bas- 
ket on Primary chairs makes a fine 
manger for the King’s White Gifts. 

But one wonders if Christ would not 
be most truly honored by a December 
prayer-and-revival effort, wherein all 
sincere believers would give up much of 
their usual Christmas labor and band 
together to reach unsaved friends and 
neighbors. This effort would need to 
be tactful and delicate, but should take 
full advantage of the power of Christ- 
mas to soften hearts usually cold and 
hard. Then on the big night, along with 
the White Gift service, there could be 
a crowning evangelistic service, one in 
which the outfling of the Gospel net 
would be owned and blessed by the Holy 
Spirit. 

For, more than anything else, Christ- 
mas can be a fishpole on which to string 
the strong, fine line of friendship, and 
on the end of which may be fasténed 
the hook of the Law and its live Gospel 
bait. Honest, well-planned effort to do 
this can make Christmas the crowning 
celebration of all, one packed with joy- 
ous assurance that here at last is the 
ideal, a true Christian Christmas. 


ForeEsTVILLe, N. Y. 
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Lesson for October .13 


Galatians 4:9 in the R.S.V. 


(Continued from second page) 


‘the weak and beggarly elements’ 
(stoicheia) Galatians 4:9, where ele- 
ments, or rudiments, refers to such 
spirits.” 

Whether the revisers’ change is ap 
acceptable improvement is a matter for 
the consideration of experts——Ernest 
Gordon. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, October 13 


2. What the Church Can Do To Make 
One World (Gal. 3:26-29; 1 John 4:7-21) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


AST week we thought about the one- 

ness of believers in Christ. This 
week our topic directs our thoughts to 
the church’s part in making the whole 
world one in fellowship and understand- 
ing. We should see at the very outset 
that the two Scripture portions chosen 
for our lesson were written specifically 
to believers. Notice the emphasis in the 
verses in Galatians in the words, “in 
Christ,” “into Christ,” and “if ye be 
Christ’s.” Likewise in the portion chosen 
from 1 John 4, the very basis for love 
toward one another is shown to be, first 
of all, God’s love toward us, and then 
dwelling in Him through confession of 
the Lord Jesus as the Son of God (vs. 
11, 15). Only in Him can our love for 
others be perfected, or completed (v. 


17): And only in His love do we find 
that perfect love that casteth out fear 
(v. 18). . 

sé 


Therefore, the greatest thing that the 
church of Christ can do to bring about 
good uhderstanding ahd love among the 
peoples of the earth is to proclaim the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ and to 
bring men to an acceptance of Him as 
Saviour. In this way alone can men’s 
hearts be changed from hatred and sus- 
picion and distrust of one another. 


And. we will search the New Testa- 
ment in vain for any other commission 
ever given to the Church of Christ than 
that of preaching the Gospel. She has 
never been delegated to bring about bet- 
ter understanding among people or 
nations in any other way. 

Some of our fighting men during 
World War II proved the efficacy of this 
New Testament program for the Church 
in this age. You will recall that in a 
number of instances our men were cast 
ashore on South Sea islands fully ex- 
pecting to be mistreated or killed by the 
“savage” inhabitants. But, they found 


THE SUNDAY SCHOuUL TIMES 


to their amazement, that Christian mis- 
sionaries had been to these islands, and 
these supposed “savages” were earnest 
Christians who treated them kindly, 
gave them food, and assisted them in 
making contact with the units from 
which they were separated. A number 
of cases came to light where our sol- 
diers, quartered on islands belonging to 
supposedly “heathen” tribes, had to be 
requested to refrain from swearing and 
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unseemly conduct because of the bad 
effect it was having upon the Christian 
inhabitants. 

a 


The second great truth which must not 
be lost sight of in consideration of this 
week’s topic, is that God’s Word throws 
out little encouragement to those who 
would make the world one by means 
of mutual understanding, and leagues 01 
nations. It paints no rosy picture of 
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SOME of the opin- 


ions of reviewers con- 
cerning this book and 
its author. 


“HE IS a master of all the im- 
portant apologetic literature 
of our language, and he has put 
the conclusions of that literature 
where even the humblest can 
reach it.” —Evangelical Christian. 





cyt IS one of the most im- 
ortant volumes of the present 
decade.” —Revelation. 





tH ERE surely is a volume that 
will help to furnish the 
Christian unto all good works, that 
will provide him with a veritable 
armoury for defense of the faith.” 
— Sunday School Times. 
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universal acceptance of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, of His teachings and principles, 
until He, Himself, returns to set up His 
righteous millennial reign upon the 
earth. It tells us that, until this time, 
there will be wars and rumors of wars, 
and that nation will rise against nation. 
It tells us that this civilization, of which 
we are so proud, will continue to de- 
generate, for the simple reason that com- 
paratively few will permit the Lord 
Jesus to reign in their hearts. Conse- 
queutly, the age will grow worse and 
worse, until He comes-to bring judg- 
ment upon evil men, and to set straight 
all that has gone awry in this old world 
of ours. 


bd 


But all of this does not mean that the 
church of Christ is to hold herself aloof. 
With their responsibility for preaching 
the Gospel to the uttermost parts of the 
earth, believers have the added respon- 
sibility of walking before men in un- 
blamable Christian consistency and 
righteousness. They will stand for right- 
eous government at home, and for right- 
eous dealings with other peoples. They 
will give of their means to the widow 
and the fatherless, and to all who are 
in need, and particularly to those who 
are “of the household of faith” (Gal. 6: 
10). They will support every reasonable 
effort to secure and maintain peace and 
to promote justice among the peoples of 
the earth, recognizing that such efforts 
are, at best, only temporary and inade- 
quate, and that lasting peace and world 
righteousness can be ushered in only 
by the Prince of Peace, the righteous 
Judge, who will impartially administer 
the affairs of this world, when He re. 
turns to reign. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


October 7 to 13 


Mon.—Romans 9:19-24, Search Your Hearts. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Vessels of wrath 

. vessels of mercy.” Two destinies: 

in the light of which let us search our 
hearts. Shall it be “wrath” or “mercy”? 
Many dwell on the words, “The right- 
eous into life eternal” who overlook 
the words, “These shall go away into 
everlasting punishment.” The Lord 


, Jesus used both phrases in the same 


breath. When did you last hear a ser- 
mon on future punishment preached with 
solemnity and tears? Christ will be 
ashamed of all who are ashamed of Him 
and His words. Pray for more tearful 
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e 
preaching on the future destiny of the 
wicked. 


Tues.—Acts 9:1-9. Paul the Persecutor. 

Prayer Succestions: “Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me?” Before conver- 
sion, Paul, like ourselves, was guilty of 
eight common and universal sins (see 
Titus 3:3). In the three accounts of his 
own conversion he tells us of these sins 
and of God’s kindness and love in for- 
giving him (see Acts 22:1-5; 26:1-19; 1 
Tim. 1:12-17». His attitude toward sin- 
ful practices after conversion was one 
of regret. The same Saviour who for- 
gave him has forgiven your trespasses. 
We, like him, were rebels restored by 
grace to favor with God. Pray by name 
for the conversion of the wicked peo- 
ple whom you know. 


Wed.—Acts 22:6-16. 
Paul Relates His Convérsion. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “What shall I do, 
Lord?” Paul fréquently related the 
story of his conversion. Barnabas made 
way for him to join the church at Jeru- 
salem by telling of his remarkable con- 
version. Study of Paul’s conversion (a 
pattern), for it reveals the power of 
Christ’s word, the ministry of the Spirit, 
and the part taken by a chosen man in 
the same. In this time when there is 
a dearth of conversions we should be 
humble and prayerful. Pray for more 
and more real conversions. 


Thurs.—Philippians 3:7-16. Paul’s New Goal. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “That I may know 
him.” In conversion, if it be of the New 
Testament kind, there ‘are many new 
things: a new heart, a new understand- 
ing, a new attitude, a new life, and a 
new goal and prospect. “All things are 
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become new.” The “old things are 
passed away.” This is new creation. 
Before conversion we want nothing of 
Christ; but now we want only Christ. 
Is it so with you? Pray for thousands 
of Biblical conversions. 

FA.—Ephesians 2:1-10, Life in Christ. 

PRAYER SuccEstTions: “The gift of God.” 
Eternal life was manifested, heard, and 
handled in the rerson of Christ (1 John 
1:1). In Him was life (that eternal life 
which was with the Father) and this 


life is the Father’s gift to us through ° 


Him. “This is life eternal, that they 
might know thee the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent’ 
(John 17:3). And since “this life is in 
His Son,” and since it is God’s gift 
(John 10:28), “whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved” (Rom. 10:13). Have you called? 
Pray that new thousands will be con- 
strained by the Spirit of God to call 
upon the name of the Lord. 
Sat. 1 Timothy 1:12-17, Christ the Saviour. 
PRAYER SucceEsTions: “Called ... by 
our gospel to the obtaining of the glory 
of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thess 2: 
14). The One by whom we were created 
is the One by whom we must be saved. 
There is no self-salvation. Man cannot 
save us if he cannot save himself. There 
is no way we can come to God and be 
pardoned of our sins, but by Christ the 
Door, the Lamb of God that taketh away 
the sins of the world. Are you among 
the “called of Jesus Christ’? Pray for 
the kind of preaching that presents 
Christ crucified the only hope of human- 
ity. 
Sun.—Psalm 51:1-10. A Prayer for Pardon, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Have mercy 
upon me, O God.” May you never need 
God for pardon for the same reasons 
David uttered these words. Remember, 
as a Christian, you are always exposed 
to temptation, and if you should be left 
to yourself for a little moment you would 
fall. Very deep must be the backslider’s 
remorse. As we grow older, pray, as 
did George Miiller, “Lord, let me never 
become a wicked oldster.” May we all 
be kept near the Cross right up to our 
last breath. Pray for a blissful finish to 
your Christian career. 
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Christ, the Apostles, and Wine 


By Ernest Gordon 


Students of the Scriptures will be 
interested in this excellent treatise 
on whether the wine used at Cana 
made in a miraculous way by the 
Lord was fermented or not. 
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“Every Christian parent who reads this 380 page handbook on 
vital subjects will be thankful that Dr. Rice has had the courage, 
energy, perseverance, and grace to write it.” 


— SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


THE HOME: Courtship, Marriage and Children 


By Evangelist John R. Rice, D.D., Litt.D. 


This book is creating a sensation! Hundreds are buying it 
weekly. Nothing else like it in print which so truly shows you God’s 
plan for a happy Christian home. Where can you find a Christian 
book on the most intimate and pressing problems connected with 
courtship, marriage, mating, birth control, divorce, child discipline, 
family worship, etc.? Where is a book on these subjects i in delicate 
and chaste language, yet so thoroughly clear, authoritative, and 
Scriptural as to be accepted widely as a Bible manual ‘on the home, 


. courtship, marriage, and children? 


This remarkable book’ by this greatly blessed author and soul 
winner meets the need. Here is a book to be put in. the hands 
of every young married couple, yet a book to be referred to 
again and again by older parents. At the same time it will be de- 
voured with profound but reverent interest by young people, and 
none can read it without feeling that he has entered upon holy ground. 


It is first of all the teaching of a prophet of God who wields the 
Scriptures with power. Second, it is the counsel of an experienced 
and widely sought man of God who has answered the questions and 
carried the burdens of thousands who sought his spiritual advice. 
Third, it is the fruitage of 38 ve years as a devoted husband and father 
in a home greatly blessed of God. 


DR. H. A. IRONSIDE, beloved pastor Moody Memorial Church, 
Chicago, said: “I think it eminently sane and Scriptural. . .I would 
recommend it without any hesitation.” “While Dr. Rice is always 
frank and straightforward, he is not rude or vulgar. No one will 
find his or her sensibilites offended by what is here set forth plainly 
on subjects which are often considered taboo 
among modest people.” 

EVANGELIST HYMAN J. APPELMAN: 
“Definitely a must book.” 
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Tremendously Popular! 


3 editions, 38,000 copies, printed in 
1946. Contains marriage certificate, 
family record, and madonnalike pic- 
ture of author’s wife and baby. A 
treasured gift. Only 


$2.50 


DR. BOB JONES, Jr., acting president Bob Jones College, said, “I thoroughly 


DR. V. RAYMOND EDMAN, president Wheaton College: “Christian homes 
old and new will be better for having read this book.” 


jas Other Great Books by Dr. Rice 


328 pages, 21 chapters. America’s best seller on prayer. 
A life-changing book. Beautiful 


38. Correction and Disct- gift. Priceonly - * 5 3 $2.00 
im “atongr Thy, Fat re at HOW TO HAVE A REVIVAL, - six Leading nasiion Drs. Hyman Appelman, ‘Bob Jones, Sr., 

"Thy Moth: John R. Rice, Joe Henry Hankins, Jesse M. Hendley, Robert J. Wells. Stirring, impassioned 
“+ oo Worahtp = lectures abou: the price of revival, the power of the Holy Spirit, revival preaching, advertising, 
15. nel in the Home music, organization and methods. “These lectures rank with the Lectures on Revival by Charles 
* oe G. Finney, published years ago... ,” says famous pastor-Bible teacher. 400 large pages. Price, $3.00 
17. Winning Children to TRY THIS! The Sword of the Lord, America’s foremost evangelistic weekly. Over 50,000 sub- 
18. Character Building in scribers. Eight large pages weekly. Full length sermons by America’s leading soul winners. 
“a wr ee Subscription $2.00 a year. Samples FREE. 


Order from your book dealer, or from 


Marriage SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 
Wheaton, Illinois 
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